
Community Mural 
Planned for Downtown 
Jefferson
By Mikayle Stole, Editor and Publisher

JEFFERSON — A 50-foot mural celebrating Jefferson’s 
agricultural heritage and local history could soon trans-
form the Union Street side of Santiam Market & Deli in 
downtown Jefferson.

The Jefferson Area Chamber of Commerce is coordi-
nating the project, designed by Oregon artist Patricia 
Young. Planned for the market at 114 N. Second St., the 
mural will depict the area’s agricultural history, from 
Native peoples to the present.

Young recently met with the Chamber’s mural com-
mittee to present the original rendering and discuss 
project details. She said painting could begin as early as 
September, depending on circumstances, though work 
may instead begin next spring.

Young, who lives in Salem, studied fine art and graph-
ic design at the University of Oregon and art education 
at Western Oregon University. She spent more than 17 
years as a graphic artist for the State of Oregon and 
now focuses on painting and commissioned work, including 
murals.

Community members can view concept art at Jefferson 
City Hall, Jefferson Public Library, Jefferson Coffee Stop, the 
Greater Jefferson Community Center, and the Conser House 
Museum.

Residents can also become a permanent part of the project. 
Personalized 4-by-12-inch engraved plaques, handcrafted by 
local artisan Gary Kimball, are available for $150.

Hand-painted “Memorial Frogs” are available for $75 to 
honor or remember a family member, loved one, or other 
special person. Only 25 are available, and each will be per-
manently incorporated into the mural display.

Donations of any amount are also accepted. Purchase 
forms are available at Jefferson Coffee Stop and the Greater 
Jefferson Community Center. For more information, contact 
Kate at jeffersonareachamberofcommerce@gmail.com  or 
call 541-974-4775.

Visit https://www.jeffersonareacc.com for more infor-
mation about the Jefferson Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Young’s artwork can be viewed at https://www. 
patriciayoung-artist.com. 

By Marcy Hermens, Tangent 
Correspondent and Staff 
Writer

HARRISBURG — Before 
the Saturday night profes-
sional pullers hit the dirt, the 
afternoon belonged to the 

amateurs — and it showed 
exactly what local pulling 
events are really about.

The festival’s truck and 
tractor pull traces its roots 
to 1982. After several on-
and-off years, local farmer 

and business owner Kurt 
Kayner revived the event in 
2013. Today, the competition 
draws pulling enthusiasts 
and fans from across the 
Pacific Northwest to a field 
just north of town, where 

drivers test everything from 
vintage farm tractors to 
daily-driver pickups against 
a progressive competition 
sled. 
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Heidi Young of Springfield stands beside the rat rod she drove during the amateur truck pull Saturday at the 
Harrisburg Harvest Festival. Built by her father, the truck combines a 1969 Chevrolet frame with the body of a 
1938 GMC. Young made her first-ever pull Saturday afternoon.

Food vendors line the festival 
grounds during the Harrisburg 
Harvest Festival, offering 
everything from shaved ice to hot 
dogs and barbecue for spectators 
between truck and tractor pulls.

An American flag-themed pulling 
tractor stands ready at the 
Harrisburg Harvest Festival.

LIBRARY NEWS

Amateur Trucks Take the Track 
at Harrisburg Harvest Festival

Artist Patricia Young’s rendering at the Greater Jefferson Community Center 
shows the design for a proposed 50-foot community mural celebrating 
Jefferson’s agricultural heritage and local history. The mural is planned for the 
Union Street side of Santiam Market & Deli in downtown Jefferson.
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AUGUST EVENTS

ALBANY
Marks of the Maker
Thursday, Aug. 20 • 6–9 p.m. • $20–35 
Albany Regional Museum, 136 Lyon St. SW, Albany
Guests 21 and older are invited to an after-hours event 
featuring signature cocktails, a coat-of-arms workshop, 
and access to the museum’s historic tool collection in 
partnership with Sinister Distilling.
https://www.armuseum.com/events/2026/8/20/history-
distilled-marks-of-the-maker-the-art-of-robert-ferguson
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Friday-Sunday, Aug. 28–30 • 6:15 a.m. • FREE 
Timber Linn Memorial Park, 900 Price Rd., SE
Enjoy hot-air balloons, art, food vendors, a car show, 
concerts, a family zone with activities for the kids, and 
a beer and wine garden for the grown-ups. Arrive early 
to watch the balloons lift off. Set up begins at 6:15 
a.m. daily. If you aren’t a morning person, come Friday 
evening for Night Glow and watch the colorful balloons 
tower over the crowd, lighting up the night sky. The 
festival ends Sunday morning after the balloon launch. 
Parking is $10 daily. Balloons weather permitting.
https://albanyoregon.gov/nwaaf

BROWNSVILLE
Junk Art Show: ‘Signs of the Times’
Through Saturday, Aug. 29 • Wed., 1–4 p.m. 
Thu.– Sat., 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Brownsville Art Center, 255 N. Main St.
Explore imaginative sculptures and artwork created from 
recycled, repurposed, and found materials.
https://brownsvilleart.org
CONNECT Linn County Community Dinners
Wednesdays Aug. 19 & 26 • 5:30 p.m. • FREE 
Pioneer Park Pavilion
Everyone is welcome for activities and a community 
dinner. Upcoming themes include; Barns, Boots, and 
Beyond (Aug. 19), and Last Blast of Summer (Aug. 26).
https://www.connectlinncounty.net
Hands on History
Saturday, Aug. 22 • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • FREE 
Library Park, Brownsville
Experience traditional pioneer and Native American 
skills, activities, and crafts for the whole family. Activities 
include old-time fiddlers, tinsmithing, Kalapuyan stories, 
wagon rides, gold panning, blacksmithing, cornhusk 
doll making, wool spinning and more. Admission is free. 
Sponsored by the Linn County Museum Friends.
https://Linnparks.com
Shop in the Shadows at Runa Boutique
Friday, Aug. 28 • 4–8 p.m. 
Runa Boutique, 439 N. Main St., Brownsville
An evening of shopping and to celebrate the lighting of 
Runa Boutique’s new business sign. Browse clothing, 
locally handmade jewelry, crystals, incense, and books. 
Phases with M. MacAuley will offer tarot readings, and 
treats will also be available.
 
 

Death Cafe
Tuesday, Sept. 8 • 6:30-8 p.m. • FREE 
Brownsville Community Library’s Kirk Room
Join an open and respectful conversation about death, 
dying, and the experiences that connect us all. Death 
Cafe is an international movement that brings people 
together over tea, coffee, and cake to discuss mortality 
in a judgment-free setting. The gathering is not a grief 
support group, a counseling session, or a religious event, 
and there is no set agenda. Hosted by retired registered 
nurse Nan VanSandt. Free and open to adults. Cake will 
be provided.

CORVALLIS
SAGE Concert Series
Thursday, Aug. 20 • 6–8:30 p.m. 
Bruce Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW Country Club Dr.
The 2026 SAGE Concert Series finishes the season with 
Pa’lante PDX. Family-friendly concerts benefit the 
Corvallis Environmental Center’s Food for Families 
and Camp Scholarship programs. Bring lawn chairs or 
blankets. Food and drinks will be available. Eco-friendly 
attendees may receive raffle tickets for weekly prizes. 
Tickets start at $10.
https://www.corvallisenvironmentalcenter.org/concerts
Tarweed Awakening Corvallis
Sat., Aug. 22 • 1–4 p.m. • Downtown Corvallis • FREE
The 2nd annual Tarweed Awakening Corvallis, led by the 
OSU Indigenous Studies Program, will help us learn and 
experience a plant, a person, and a place — all related 
to Kalapuya culture. Open to the public. Starting at 
Shawala Point at the confluence of the Willamette and 
Marys Rivers, the event will feature five venues on a stroll 
through Downtown Corvallis. Sponsors: OSU Indigenous 
Studies Program, Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, and 9 
additional local organizations
deckert@willamettewatershed.com
Forestry Tools & Tree Science
Friday, Aug. 28 • 9:30–11 a.m. • FREE 
Firefighter Memorial Shelter, Peavy Arboretum 
8392 NW Peavy Arboretum Rd.
Explore the forest through free, hands-on activities with 
the OSU Research Forest. This Forest Fridays session 
focuses on forestry tools and tree science. Designed for 
ages 6 and older, but everyone is welcome. 
kelsie.szeszulski@oregonstate.edu

JEFFERSON
Jefferson WyldLife Kickoff Luau
Wednesday, Aug. 26 • 5–6:30 p.m. • FREE 
Jefferson Park Covered Area, 2078 Talbot Road SE
Local sixth- through eighth-graders are invited to a 
kickoff with free food, games and fun. The faith-based 
youth program also offers friendship, mentoring, camps 
and community involvement with adult supervision. 
Young Life serves students in grades nine through 12. 
503-428-4166 • jeffersonwyldlife@gmail.com

LEBANON
Sustainable & Secondhand Summer Market

Saturday, Aug. 22 • 9 a.m.–3 p.m. • FREE 
Swansorifinds, 455 S. Main St.
The second annual outdoor market features vintage and 
secondhand goods, upcycled items, handmade crafts 
and eco-friendly products from local vendors, plus a 
sidewalk sale at Swansorifinds. The free market has 
expanded to twice its original size.
Calapooia Cribbage Club Tournament
Saturday, Aug. 29 • Registration at 10 a.m. 
James Gang Pizza
The Calapooia Cribbage Club will host a cribbage tourna-
ment with a nine-game regular tournament for $15 per 
person and Canadian doubles for $25 per person. Space 
is limited to 75 players. To RSVP or for more information, 
call Bob Simpson at 541-272-8035 or Richard Gardner at 
541-401-2222.

TANGENT
National Night Out
Tuesday, Aug. 25 • 6–8 p.m. • FREE 
Pioneer Park, 31981 Meadowlark Loop
Rescheduled from Aug. 4 due to poor air quality. Enjoy 
hot dogs and information from the Linn County Sheriff’s 
Department and the fire district at the 3rd annual 
Night Out. Stop by, grab a bite, and catch up with your 
neighbors.

See what’s happening and add your event:
https://brownsvilletimes.org/community-calendar

ONGOING EVENTS
Weekly Block Party Quilting Gathering
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Yankee Dutch Quilting, 140 Spaulding Ave., Brownsville
Bring your quilting project and enjoy a day of quilting, 
conversation, and community. All skill levels are 
welcome to drop in for fellowship, inspiration, and fun.
https://www.yankeedutchquilts.com • 541-466-3662
StrongPeople™ Classes
Tuesdays & Thursdays • 9–10 a.m. • FREE 
OSU Extension Linn County 
33630 McFarland Rd., Tangent
An evidence-based fitness program designed primarily 
for adults to improve strength, balance, mobility, and 
flexibility with progressive resistance training and 
balance exercises that use ankle weights, dumbbells, 
and bodyweight movements. 
541-730-3541 • Tina.Dodge@oregonstate.edu

Free Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship 
Wednesdays • 9:30 a.m. 
Central Valley Church, 657 W. American Dr., Halsey  
(not a church-sponsored event)

Brownsville Thursday Market
Thursdays • 3–6 p.m., 185 S Main St., Brownsville
Across from Dari Market — shop local vendors and learn 
more about the community market initiative through the 
Calapooia Food Alliance. Linn County Master Gardeners 
are on site with additional resources.
https://www.calapooiafoodalliance.org
Community Connection Market
Fridays • 4–8 p.m. • 311 E Blakely Ave. Brownsville
Featuring local vendors, food and food trucks, live music, 
community resources and organizations, kids’ crafts, and 
a playground nearby. End of season market: Aug. 28
541-214-1098

Jefferson Night Market
First Thursdays • 4–7 p.m. • 150 N. 2nd St., Jefferson
Browse local produce, handmade goods, crafts, food 
vendors. End of season market: Sept. 3
Scio Saturday Market
Saturdays • 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Linn County Lamb & Wool Fairgrounds, 38999 NE 1st Ave.
Local produce, baked goods, crafts, food vendors, live 
music, and family-friendly entertainment. End of Season 
market: Sept. 26
https://www.sciosaturdaymarket.com
American Legion Bingo Night
Saturdays • 6 p.m. 
American Legion Post 184, 339 N. Main St., Brownsville
Community fundraiser supporting programs such as 
Quilts of Valor and local senior activities. All are invited 
to play and support the Post.

fun for the whole family
Games-Cake Walk-Food

Face Painting- BounceHouse

Free

Fun Day
Family
join us for

Sunday, AUG. 30
10am to NOON

11AM–NOON • Games and Food
10am • outdoor church service

313 Washburn St., BROWNSVILLE
Assembly of God Church

 (weather permitting)
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Free Corvallis 
Festival Honors 
Indigenous 
Kalapuya Heritage
By Eva Wada, Assistant Editor

CORVALLIS — Community members are invit-
ed to gather for a free, four-day event honoring the 
cultural and ecological history of the Willamette 
Valley. The Tarweed Awakening Corvallis festival 
will take place Aug. 20–23, offering activities that 
celebrate a vital native plant, a historic Kalapuya 
elder, and a sacred local landmark. 

Co-sponsored by 12 local and tribal organiza-
tions, the festival connects ecology and regional 
history. The native tarweed plant, or Sawal, 
served as a staple food for the Kalapuya people, 
who managed valley prairies using controlled 
burns. The event also honors Sawala, an esteemed 
Kalapuya leader known as the “Elder of Elders,” 
and Shawala Point Park, a historic site where the 
Marys and Willamette rivers join together. 

The festivities begin Thursday, Aug. 20, with an 
Indigenous Craft Fair at the Corvallis Museum 
from 4 to 7 p.m. On Friday evening, the Greenbelt 
Land Trust will guide a prairie walk at Bald Hill 
Farm to discuss native botany and fire ecology. 

Saturday’s main event runs from 1 to 4 p.m. 
across five downtown locations. Highlights in-
clude an opening talk on Kalapuya artwork at 
the Van Buren Street Bridge, interactive walking 
stations at Shawala Point Park, and free tarweed 
seed giveaways. Visitors can enjoy face painting 
and free blueberry tarts at Wild Yeast Bakery, 
view historic exhibits at the Corvallis Museum, 

or hear guest speakers discuss seed harvesting at 
the Tarweed Folk School. 

The celebration concludes Sunday morning 
with a guided botany hike through the Bald Hill 
Natural Area. Attendance is free, though advance 
registration is required for the guided hikes. For 
complete event details or to register, contact Dave 
Eckert at deckert@willamettewatershed.com. 
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LINN COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

541-466-3390
lchm@co.linn.or.us •  LinnMuseum.com

Saturday
August 22
10 a.m.–4 p.m.

F R E E
101 Park Ave.
Brownsville

presents

BLACKSMITHING • CROSSCUT SAWING • SPINNING
 PRESS CIDER • GRIND WHEAT • MAKE CORNHUSK DOLLS
PAN FOR GOLD • WAGON RIDES • TINTYPE PHOTOGRAPHY 

WOOL CARDING • PIONEER CHORES • FLINT KNAPPING
SONGS & STORIES • PIONEER TOYS • & MORE

STUDENT VOICES

Harrisburg FFA Helps with  
the Harrisburg Harvest Festival
By Emma Snider, Junior Writer and Columnist

HARRISBURG — The Harrisburg Harvest Festival tractor and truck pull 
is one of Linn County’s biggest events, dating back to 1982. While the tradi-
tion has had some off years, it was reignited in 2013 by a local farmer and 
business owner, Kurt Kayner. This year, the community’s mission was to 
raise awareness as well as promote agriculture and farming in our region.

The Harrisburg Harvest 
Festival is also one of 
Harrisburg High School 
FFA’s biggest fundraisers. 
Money raised helps us at-
tend the Oregon FFA State 
Convention, where FFA stu-
dents from across the state 
come together, have fun, and 
compete.

The Harvest Festival is 
a great way for us to get to 
know our community and 
each other better. Working 
as a team is a big part of the 
experience. We all have dif-
ferent jobs and tasks, such 
as handing out water, selling 
raffle tickets, collecting dona-
tions in the parking lot, and 
cleaning up after the event. 
By working together, we hit 
our donation target and built 
stronger ties with each other 
and our community. 

This was a very fun event 
that I will always remember. I got to hang out with my FFA family while also 
working to provide more opportunities for our future FFA members. 

Harrisburg FFA member Sunny Cotten, left, and 
Chapter Vice President Diana Lopez tackle cleanup 
after the Harrisburg Harvest Festival. FFA members 
volunteered throughout the event, which serves as 
one of the chapter’s biggest fundraisers.

EMMA SNIDER

Luhui Whitebear speaks at the confluence of the Marys and Willamette rivers, a culturally significant site for the Kalapuya 
people and one of the locations highlighted during the Tarweed Awakening Corvallis festival. She is joined by a tribal 
member. 

Tarweed, or Sawal, was an important food source for 
the Kalapuya people and is at the heart of the Tarweed 

Awakening Corvallis festival celebrating Indigenous culture, 
history and the ecology of the Willamette Valley.

DAVE RABINOWITZ

DAVE ECKERT

mailto:deckert@willamettewatershed.com
mailto:lchm@co.linn.or.us
https://www.linncountyor.gov/museums
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HALSEY CITY COUNCIL

Council Reviews Water Plant Issues,  
Street Vacation
By Mikayle Stole, Editor and Publisher

HALSEY — Water system problems, the unusu-
al history of a proposed street vacation, and sev-
eral major infrastructure projects were among 
the topics discussed by the Halsey City Council at 
its Aug. 11 meeting.

City officials reported that the water treatment 
plant faced several issues in recent weeks, in-
cluding a July 25 voltage spike that temporarily 
interrupted water service. According to the city’s 
public works report, the spike affected the distri-
bution pump and the high-service pumps, and 
service was restored after the system was reset.

Additional pump and communication prob-
lems were discussed during the meeting. City 
Administrator Briana Parra-Olkowski said the 
city temporarily restored operations by repur-
posing a component from an unused piece of 
equipment to restore high-service pump No. 
1. She described the system’s current state as 
“precarious,” noting that while federal funds are 
ready for plant upgrades, some critical control 
components take up to six months to obtain.

The city continues work on its Well 24 project, 
which includes federal funding for improve-
ments. An environmental review is underway, 
and city officials are determining which work can 
proceed during the review.

Another lengthy discussion involved the pro-
posed vacation of West A Street. While the council 
previously approved vacating West A Street and 
denied B Street, the process was paused when 
surprising historical evidence came to light.

During the Aug. 11 meeting, property owner 
Kelsey Pimm told councilors that Linn County 
records appear to show that A Street was already 
legally vacated on Aug. 1, 1978. She said her family 
has paid taxes on the property for about 40 years 
and that a land-use attorney also concluded that 
the street appears to have been vacated.

City officials will review historical records be-

fore proceeding. An executive session is sched-
uled for Aug. 26 to allow councilors to consult 
with legal counsel. No action was taken regarding 
the street vacation.

Several infrastructure projects are also 
progressing.

Final design work for the West H Street project 
is complete and includes substantial stormwater 
improvements, drainage, and culverts. The ad-
ditional work increased the project’s estimated 
cost, and city staff are reviewing portions of the 
project that could be reduced if bids exceed avail-
able funding.

The city also received approval from the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for 
the bid documents for its sewer inflow and infil-
tration project. The project is expected to go out 
for bid next week through an intermediate com-
petitive sealed bidding process. To allow DEQ 
adequate time to review the resulting contract 
award, the council announced that the September 
meeting has been rescheduled to Sept. 15.

Councilors also began discussing Halsey’s pri-
orities for the League of Oregon Cities’ 2027–28 
legislative agenda. Among the issues drawing 
interest were changes to prevailing wage require-
ments, administrative rule reform, public meet-
ings law, land availability, and training for water 
and wastewater workers.

The League of Oregon Cities has asked member 
cities to identify their top five legislative priori-
ties by Sept. 25.

On a lighter note, city staff reminded the coun-
cil that volunteer sign-up sheets are available for 
the annual Citywide BBQ and Movie Night on 
Friday, Sept. 11. The event carries extra weight 
this year, as City Hall will close to the public at 
midday to prepare for a community celebration 
marking Halsey’s 150-year anniversary. 

HALSEY PLANNING COMMISSION

Commission 
Approves Six 
Residential Lots 
Amid Drainage 
Concerns
By Mikayle Stole, Editor and Publisher

HALSEY — The Halsey Planning Commission 
unanimously approved two Miller Trust land 
partitions Aug. 12, creating six large residential 
lots on the east side of the city and raising ques-
tions about drainage, wetlands, and infrastruc-
ture needed before homes can be built.

Much of the discussion focused on water.
Neighbor Harlan Martin told commissioners 

that existing ditches have struggled to handle 
runoff around East Third, A, and B streets, at 
times leaving water deep enough to carry rail-
road ties into a neighboring yard. He expressed 
concern that future roads, driveways, or fill could 
redirect additional water toward existing homes.

City Planner Dave Kinney said that future de-
velopment would need to demonstrate that it 
would not worsen drainage conditions. He also 
acknowledged that the city should maintain 
the major drainage channel through the area, 
though no maintenance timeline was provided.

Wetlands pose another challenge. The Oregon 
Department of State Lands reported that wet-
lands and streams cover most of the property 
and that the partitions could cause future devel-
opment problems. Wetland delineations will be 
required before development, and state remov-
al-fill permits may also be necessary.

When commissioners questioned whether the 
resulting lots would be buildable, Kinney indi-
cated they could be, though the cost of meeting 
development requirements remains unknown.

The two applications divide separate Miller 
Trust properties into three parcels per property.

For the southern property near East G Street, 
potential driveway access from East Third Street 
was eliminated due to an existing drainage chan-
nel and wetlands. Access will instead be provided 
from East G Street. Development will require 
additional right-of-way, an extension of East G 
Street, water and sewer improvements, and a fire 
turnaround.

On the northern property, corridors must be 
preserved for possible future extensions of East 
A and B streets. Buildings cannot be placed with-
in those areas, although the streets would not be 
extended as part of the current partition.

Commissioners also questioned whether 
Halsey’s water system could accommodate ad-
ditional development. No current capacity study 
or fire-flow results were presented. Officials said 
six additional homes should have little effect on 
the overall system, while acknowledging the city 
is currently operating with limited water-system 
redundancy.

Kinney said if the water system eventually 
cannot support additional connections, the City 
Council could consider a temporary develop-
ment moratorium following an engineering 
review and public process.

Both partitions were approved 5–0.
Approval does not mean six homes will be built 

immediately. Property owners must still address 
applicable wetlands and drainage requirements, 
street and utility improvements, fire access, and 
other conditions before development can pro-
ceed. 

HARRISBURG CITY COUNCIL

Harrisburg Secures BNSF Railway 
Infrastructure Funds
By Eva Wada, Assistant Editor

HARRISBURG — The Harrisburg City Council 
addressed key municipal developments, infra-
structure funding, and administrative business 
during its Aug. 11 meeting. Council members 
finalized a major rail and road agreement, re-
viewed end-of-year budget figures, and discussed 
ongoing community issues.

The council ratified Ordinance No. 1015, re-
newing its franchise agreement with Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway Company for 
facility placement along Fourth Street. Under the 
agreement, BNSF will fund the Fourth Street and 
Rail Improvement Project, except for any city-re-
ceived grants. BNSF made an initial $62,500 pay-
ment on Aug. 5, with an additional $62,500 due by 
Aug. 1, 2027. The project includes reconstructing 
rails, streets, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, crossings, 
and storm drainage systems. BNSF will also con-
vey BNSF Park to the city within two years.

A public meeting for Fourth Street property 
owners is scheduled for Sept. 17 at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a citywide town hall Oct. 7.

In other business, the council reviewed the 
fourth-quarter expense report for fiscal year 
2025–26. General fund intergovernmental rev-

enue fell below projections at 30.45 percent 
because expected grants were not awarded. 
Property tax revenue ended $121,136 short, 
partly due to funds redirected to the Harrisburg 
Redevelopment Agency.

The council also authorized City Administrator 
Michele Eldridge to sign a contract addendum 
extending city engineering services with Branch 
Engineering Inc. through June 30, 2029.

Additionally, city officials discussed panhan-
dling complaints near Territorial and Third 
streets. Oregon case law protects non-aggressive 
panhandling under free speech rights, provided 
individuals do not block sidewalks or private 
access.

With long-term engineering services secured 
and major public improvement projects moving 
forward, the council's decisions set the stage for 
significant infrastructure upgrades throughout 
the coming fiscal years. 

Local residents are encouraged to attend the 
upcoming September and October public meet-
ings to share feedback on the planned Fourth 
Street improvements. 
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Andrea J Yoder
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VETERAN OWNED

Sharing 
Hands

GROCERY LIST

Complete Meals
Canned Tuna
Canned Chicken 
Canned Spaghe
i
Canned Ravioli
Canned Soup
Canned Broth
Canned Veggies
Canned Fruit
Jelly/Jam
Syrup
Ketchup & Mustard

Canned Goods

Bread
Buns
English 
Muffins
Cereal
Crackers
Dry Pasta

Sugar
Snacks
Spices

Grains 
& Breads

Milk
Cheese
Kraft Mac & Cheese
Fresh Fruit

Please 
no 
expired 
items.

Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Shampoo
Conditioner
Soap
Laundry soap

295 N. 3  Strd

Harrisburg, OR 97446
(541) 995-5132

M-Sat 9am-7pm
Closed Sunday

grocerydealsOR.com
*while supplies last*

 Cannot be combined with any other
offers. Expires 9/30/26 

M-F: 9–5 • Sat: 9–12
(541) 369-295027515 Hwy 99E

GIFTS • BAKING SUPPLIES
BULK FOODS • FABRIC

HOMESCHOOL • BOOKS
DISHWARE • DECOR

LOCAL ARTISAN CRAFTS 

Oregon Lawmakers Push for Microplastics 
Testing as Approved Method Stays Elusive
By Steven L. Haney, Guest Contributor

WASHINGTON — How much microplastic is 
in the water Americans drink? Right now, there 
is no standardized national testing method that 
can provide a reliable answer.

Sen. Jeff Merkley and Rep. Janelle Bynum of 
Oregon are among four lawmakers leading a 
bipartisan coalition of 57 members of Congress 
urging the Environmental Protection Agency 
to begin monitoring microplastics in drinking 
water. Four other Oregon lawmakers — Sen. Ron 
Wyden and Reps. Suzanne Bonamici, Andrea 
Salinas and Maxine Dexter — also signed the 
June 30 letter.

The request raises a complex question: How 
can the EPA require water systems to monitor 
for a contaminant when there is no agreed-upon 
national standard for measuring it?

Why Should People Care?
Microplastics are tiny plastic particles that have 

become widespread in the environment and have 
been detected in the human body.

In a June 30 letter to EPA Administrator Lee 
Zeldin, lawmakers cited research indicating that 
concentrations of micro- and nanoplastics in hu-
man brain tissue rose nearly 50 percent between 
2016 and 2024. Researchers found about 4,800 
micrograms of plastic per gram of brain tissue in 
2024 samples — a concentration that, when ex-
trapolated across an adult brain, equals roughly a 
single plastic spoon.

Research has also associated microplastic 
exposure with lung disease, organ dysfunction, 
increased risk of heart attack and stroke, and 

neurodegenerative conditions. Researchers con-
tinue to study the implications of exposure for 
human health.

Why Aren’t Water Systems Already 
Testing?

Scientists can detect microplastics, but there 
is not yet an approved, standardized method 
suitable for nationwide monitoring of drinking 
water.

Microplastics vary widely in size, shape, and 
chemical composition. Results from different 
laboratories and testing methods can be difficult 
to compare. The EPA says requiring nationwide 
testing without established standards for pre-
cision and quality control would yield data too 
inconsistent to use. That is why microplastics 
were excluded from the EPA’s proposed Sixth 
Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 
(UCMR 6), published on July 1.

What Do Oregon Lawmakers Want?
Merkley and Bynum, along with Sen. 

Cory Booker of New Jersey and Rep. Raja 
Krishnamoorthi of Illinois, want the EPA to in-
clude microplastics in UCMR 6 despite the test-
ing challenges. Wyden, Bonamici, Salinas, and 
Dexter were among the additional congressional 
signers.

The UCMR program collects national data on 
contaminants not currently regulated in drinking 
water and helps determine whether future feder-
al standards are needed.

Microplastics are included on the EPA’s draft 
Contaminant Candidate List 6, prioritizing them 
for further research as standardized testing 
methods continue to be developed.

UCMR 6 sampling is scheduled for 2028 
through 2030.

For Oregon residents, the debate boils down to 
a basic question: How quickly should the federal 
government begin monitoring a potential drink-
ing water concern when scientists are still work-
ing to establish standard methods to measure it 
consistently? 

Oregon lawmakers are urging the EPA to begin monitoring 
microplastics in drinking water despite challenges in 
developing a standardized testing method.

STOCK

That grassroots mix was on full display 
Saturday afternoon as drivers from Banks, 
Applegate and surrounding towns rolled in to 
see how far they could pull.

Among them was Heidi Young of Springfield, 
who hit the track for the first time as part of a 
father-daughter team. The rat rod she drove was 
built by her dad — a frame from a 1969 Chevy 
paired with the body of a 1938 GMC. With her dad 
by her side, Young eased carefully onto the track 
and turned in a solid pull down half the course, 
a strong showing for her first time behind the 
wheel.

While the Saturday night professional pullers 
— some hauling more than 1,500 horsepower 
— are the festival’s marquee draw, watching the 
amateurs work through their runs during the 
day is where the heart of the event really lives. 
It’s local drivers, homebuilt trucks, and a shared 
love of testing what a machine can do.

The Harrisburg Harvest Festival Association is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit and proceeds from the event 
support local FFA chapters and agricultural edu-
cation. 

Oversized tires, exposed suspension and twin exhaust 
stacks give this modified Chevrolet LUV a distinctive look 
among the trucks gathered for the Harrisburg Harvest 
Festival.

The Iron Mule sled follows an amateur competitor down 
the dirt track. As the sled moves forward, increasing 
resistance makes it progressively harder for the truck to 
continue its pull.

AMATEUR continued from cover

PHOTOS: MARCY HERMENS
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BROWNSVILLE LIBRARY CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN 
Story Time with Craft
Fridays • 11 a.m.–noon 
Story time with rhymes, songs, and a craft activity.

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
Death Café  Tuesday, Sept. 8 •  6:30 p.m.
Estate Planning: Making a Trust
Thursday, Sept. 17 •  6 p.m.
World Cultures & Travel: Lebanon, Syria & 
Jordan Oct. 15 •  7 p.m.
GROUP GATHERINGS 
Thread Wizards Stitchery Group
Wednesdays • 1–3 p.m. • History Room 
Bring your project, have some fun — get things done!
The Page Turners Book Club
3rd Wednesdays, Sept. 16 • 7 p.m. • Kirk Room
Library Hours: Closed Sun–Mon.  
Tue–Wed & Fri 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Thu 1–7 p.m. 
Sat 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Connect with the Library 
146 Spaulding Ave., Brownsville • 541-466-5454 
https://www.brownsvillecommunitylibrary.org 
https://www.facebook.com/BVORLibrary

HARRISBURG LIBRARY CALENDAR
Tiny Tots Story Time
Wednesdays • 11 a.m. • Ages 0–3
Friday Storytime & Activity
Fridays • 10 a.m. • Ages 4 and up
Early Literary Toys (Aug 14), Summer Storytime Chalk 
Art (Aug. 21), Popsicle Picture Frame (Aug. 28).
Adult Craft Night Out
Thursdays • 4–6 p.m. • Free knitting and crochet lessons.
Share and learn tips and tricks while you work on your 
own crafts or pick up something new.
Lego Club
Fridays • 3 p.m. • Build, create, and explore with Lego 
activities. Earn Lego prizes. Challenges: Tropical Fish 
(Aug. 21), Free Build (Aug. 28)
Library Hours: Tue 1–5 p.m.; Wed 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Thu 1–6 p.m.; Fri 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sat 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Connect with the Library
354 Smith St., Harrisburg • 541-995-6949 
https://www.ci.harrisburg.or.us/library 
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisburgOregonLibrary  
cnelson@ci.harrisburg.or.us

411 North Main St 
Historic Downtown Brownsville 

541-466-5112 q M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Friendly, Prompt, Hometown Service!

Short Fiction Contest Open to Oregon Writers
EUGENE — Oregon writers have until Nov. 

30 to submit their work to the second annual 
Cai Emmons Short Fiction Contest, hosted by 
Wordcrafters in Eugene.

The regional contest is open to residents of 
Oregon and Washington who submit original, 
unpublished short fiction between 1,000 and 
3,000 words. Stories must engage with at least 
one theme found in the work of the late Eugene 
author and University of Oregon writing instruc-
tor Cai Emmons, including interconnectedness, 
grief and loss, family dynamics, environmental 
and climate concerns, magical realism, and wom-
en’s experiences and identities.

The grand prize is $700, with $200 category 
awards and $100 honorable mentions in catego-
ries including magical realism, environmental 
and climate themes, female protagonists, family 
dynamics, experimental fiction, and the after-
math of loss.

All finalists will have their stories published in a 
paperback and e-book anthology by Wordcrafters 
Press in April 2027. Winners will also receive ad-
ditional memberships from the contest sponsor, 
Chill Subs.

Final selections will be made by memoirist and 
essayist Debra Gwartney, author of “Live Through 
This” and “I Am a Stranger Here Myself.”

Writers, 18 years and older, may submit one 
story. The entry fee is $7, or $5 for Wordcrafters 
members. Fee waivers are available for BIPOC, 
QTGNC, and disabled writers upon request.

Emmons, who died of ALS in 2023, authored 
several books, including “Weather Woman,” 
“Unleashed,” “Vanishing,” “Sinking Islands,” and 
“His Mother’s Son.”

Submissions are open through Nov. 30. For 
complete guidelines and to submit an entry, visit

https://wordcrafters.org/cai-emmons-short-
fiction-contest. 

HARRISBURG LIBRARY

Celebrating Young Readers
By Eva Wada, Assistant Editor

The 2026 Summer Reading 
Program in Harrisburg, 
OR wrapped up on Friday, 
August 7, with a joyful car-
nival at Burlington Northern 
(BN) Park across from the 
fire station. Beginning June 
12, under the statewide 
theme "Plant a Seed, Read," 
the eight-week program 
brought families together 
to celebrate a summer filled 
with books and learning.

A total of 132 visitors at-
tended the finale, filling 
the park with laughter and 
energy. Local high school 
volunteers helped make the 
morning a huge success by 
running game stations and 
keeping activities moving 
smoothly. Children tested 
their skills at the beanbag toss and ring toss, tried 
out a large bubble station, and cheered during the 
potato sack, three-legged, and egg-and-spoon 
races. Chelsea Waggoner of 541 Celebrations 
painted the faces of delighted children well past 

clean-up time. To make the 
day even sweeter, everyone 
enjoyed treats of cookies and 
soft cotton candy.

Although the summer read-
ing program has come to an 
end in Harrisburg, the fun 
at the local library continues 
every Friday at 3 p.m. with 
Lego Club. Kids can drop in 
for weekly build challenges 
— including a v tropical fish 
build on August 21, and a free 
build session on August 28 — 
plus the chance to earn Lego 
prizes.

Community members 
expressed deep gratitude 
for the library team’s effort. 
Local parent Danielle Iddings 
shared on Facebook, “We are 
lucky to have such a good li-
brary program in Harrisburg! 

Thank you for all you guys do. Also, a huge thank 
you to the librarians, board members, and vol-
unteers. There’s a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
that goes into making the summer program suc-
cessful, and my family absolutely loves it!” 

Abigail, 7, supports her little sister, Andi, 
3, while Chelsea Waggoner paints colorful 
facepaint designs at the Harrisburg Public 
Library Carnival.

BROWNSVILLE COMUNITY LIBRARY

Guest Speakers and Volunteer Readers
By Sherri Lemhouse, Brownsville Librarian

The Brownsville Community Library has more 
to offer than books. Story Times are held each 
Friday beginning at 11 a.m. These fun interactive 
programs are followed by craft time for all ages. 

Do you enjoy stitching, knitting, crocheting, 
hand-sewing, or other handiwork? The Stitchery 
Group meets each Wednesday at the Brownsville 
Library from 1–3 p.m. to chat while getting some-
thing done. 

Our book club, The Page Turners, will meet on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the Kirk Room at the 
Library. The monthly discussion is always inter-
esting and fun! 

Join us in the Kirk Room for our new program, 
Death Cafe, held in partnership with a local hos-
pice nurse and a library supporter on Tuesdays, 
Sept. 8 and Oct. 13, at 6:30 p.m.

What is a Death Cafe? It’s a relaxed gathering 
where people drink tea, enjoy cake, and talk 
openly about death. The concept, started in 2011 

by Jon Underwood in London, aims to increase 
awareness of mortality so people can make the 
most of their finite lives.

There are no set agendas, lectures, or sales 
pitches, and it is not a grief counseling session. 
Instead, it provides a respectful, confidential 
space to share thoughts, fears, or questions about 
dying. The program is free and open to everyone.

Get your affairs in order! Life is short — don’t 
be the reason your family fights over what’s left 
behind.

Local attorney Danielle M. Myers will host a 
free, informative session on creating a trust on 
Thursday, Sept. 17, at 6 p.m. in the Brownsville 
Community Library Kirk Room. Myers will ex-
plain essential trust documents, how they func-
tion after death, and answer general questions. 
The event is free and open to the public with no 
registration required. 

EVA WADA

https://www.brownsvillecommunitylibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/BVORLibrary
https://www.ci.harrisburg.or.us/library
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisburgOregonLibrary
mailto:cnelson@ci.harrisburg.or.us
https://wordcrafters.org/cai-emmons-short-fiction-contest
https://wordcrafters.org/cai-emmons-short-fiction-contest
https://wordcrafters.org/cai-emmons-short-fiction-contest
https://brownsvillepharm.com/
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HALSEY LIBRARY
Library Hours: Closed Sun–Mon.  
Tue–Fri 1–5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Connect with the Library 
773 W 1st, Halsey • 541-369-2705 
https://www.halseyor.gov/library 
https://www.facebook.com/HalseyLibrary

SCIO LIBRARY CALENDAR
Tiny Tots Story Time
Tuesdays • 9:30–10:30 a.m. • Ages 0–6  
Scio Fire District Community Room, 38975 SW 6th Ave.
Stories, songs, finger-plays,crafts, and free play time.
Friends of the Scio Public Library meeting
First Mondays • 4–5:30 p.m. 
38975 SW 6th Ave., Scio Rural Fire District
Library Hours: Closed Sat–Sun.  
Mon–Thu 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; Fri 9 a.m.–Noon
Connect with the Library 
38982 SE 2nd Ave., Scio • 503-394-3342 
https://www.sciooregon.gov/library

JEFFERSON LIBRARY CALENDAR
End of Summer Reading Program  
Prize Room Closing
Saturday, Aug. 22 • 3:15 p.m.
Early Childhood Literacy Activity Day
Saturday, Aug. 22 • 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
NeedleCraft Group
Second and Fourth Tuesdays • 3–5 p.m.
Bring your knitting, crochet, or other needlecraft project 
and enjoy crafting with others. 
Storytime
Wednesdays • 11:30 a.m. • Ages 0–6|
Stories, songs, and early literacy activities for young 
children and caregivers.
Robotics
First Saturdays • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Ages 10–18
Explore coding and robotics through hands-on projects.
All Ages Craft Day
Second Saturdays • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Dungeons & Dragons/ Game Day
Third Saturdays • noon–4p.m. • All ages and experiences
Read-to-a-Dog (Shasta)
Fourth Saturdays, Aug. 22 • 2–3 p.m.
Library Hours: Closed Sun, Mon, Fri  
Tue-Thu 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Connect with the Library
150 N 2nd St., STE B • 541-327-3826 
https://jeffersonpubliclibrary.org 
https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonOregonPublicLibrary 
info@jeffersonpubliclibrary.org

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Name

Address

Address (suite, apt #, unit)

City 	 State	 Zip

Email

Phone

 $99 year
Mail your annual payment check to

The Times
PO Box 278, Brownsville OR 97327

https://thetimescwv.org/subscribe
 (458) 266-0511

#
Back-to-School Resources for Tangent Families

TANGENT — Tangent Elementary School fam-
ilies preparing for the new school year have sev-
eral opportunities to get help with registration, 
school supplies, and other resources.

Registration assistance is available at Tangent 
Elementary School, with the school office open 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. during August, accord-
ing to Greater Albany Public Schools (GAPS) 
Communications Director Becca Mallery.

Families who speak a language other than 
English may also receive registration assistance 
through the GAPS Welcome Center, which pro-
vides enrollment and language support for dis-
trict families.

Tangent Elementary will hold its school supply 
drop-off Wednesday, Sept. 2, from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Last year’s event also included an opportunity 
for families to meet teachers, tour the school, and 

enjoy a popsicle on the playground. Details about 
additional activities planned for this year have 
not yet been announced.

Also on Sept. 2, Greater Albany Public Schools 
will hold a districtwide School Supply Giveaway 
from 3 to 6 p.m. at Memorial Middle School. 
The district’s Family and Community Together 
(FACT) program helps connect families from 
Albany, Tangent, Millersburg and surrounding 
rural Linn and Benton County communities with 
school supplies and other resources.

More information about FACT is available at 
https://www.albany.k12.or.us/students-families/
fact Information about registration and lan-
guage assistance is available through the GAPS 
Welcome Center at https://www.albany.k12.or.us/ 
departments/welcome-center. 

HARRISBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

Harrisburg Schools Prepare for New Year With 
Academic, Staffing Changes
By Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer and Columnist

The Harrisburg School Board met Aug. 12 to 
review preparations for the new school year, 
including academic priorities, staffing changes, 
student discipline, facility improvements, and 
enrollment projections.

At the elementary level, literacy and math will 
remain major priorities. Classified staff will 
participate in an eight-part literacy training se-
ries, and the master schedule has been adjusted 
to provide each grade level with 30 minutes of 
targeted math intervention. Approximately 55 
kindergarten students are expected, with enroll-
ment likely to increase before school begins. Most 
teachers and educational assistants are return-
ing, providing strong staff continuity.

The middle school will introduce an AI-powered 
math learning tool designed to guide students 
through problems without simply giving them 
answers. All five math teachers plan to use the 
program. The school is also reviving a student 
newspaper, with the goal of producing four or 
five editions during the year.

In addition, Administrators discussed partic-
ipation in a two-year Inclusive Skill Building 
Learning Alternative to Exclusionary Discipline 
program. The goal is to reduce suspensions 
through proactive classroom management, 
communication with students and families, and 
alternatives to exclusionary discipline. The high 
school is experimenting with replacing some tra-
ditional detention with Wednesday community 
service projects. The projects allow studenst to 
give something positive back to the school.

Harrisburg High 
School will welcome 
five new teachers in 
math, social studies, 
life skills, English 
language arts, and 
CTE manufacturing. 
The manufacturing 
program will focus on 
woodshop and welding 
rather than automotive 
instruction. The school 
also plans to enhance 
home football games 
with marching band 
uniforms and on-field 
performances of the 
national anthem, with 
halftime performances 
to follow. Eagle Mania 

is scheduled for Sept. 11.
High school priorities include improving 

school climate and culture and developing a 
“portrait of a Harrisburg High School graduate,” 
with input from students, parents, staff, commu-
nity members, and businesses. The district also 
plans to expand interventions for students strug-
gling with attendance or grades and to transition 
toward a multi-tiered system of support. Officials 
reported the district was in good financial con-
dition after the first month of the fiscal year, 
although year-end numbers have not yet been 
audited. Enrollment projections showed the dis-
trict 11 students below budget projections and 23 
below last year’s enrollment, though the figures 
remain preliminary.

Summer facility work included campus cleanup, 
baseball field improvements, locker-room work, 
and interior painting. The district plans to seek 
bids to fix or replace the aging heating and cool-
ing system in the gym. Seismic improvements to 
several buildings are scheduled for next summer. 
Officials are also studying improvements to the 
high school’s food-service space to accommodate 
increased meal participation.

The board approved additions and modifica-
tions to district policies and deleted outdated or 
duplicate policies. Resolution No. 1 changed the 
June board meeting date and designated The 
Times of the Central Willamette Valley for meet-
ing notices as it expands its Harrisburg coverage, 
replacing the Register-Guard. 

https://jeffersonpubliclibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonOregonPublicLibrary
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https://www.albany.k12.or.us/departments/welcome-center
https://www.greenwaysacademy.com/
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Full-service Chip Seal Paving
• Residential Driveways
• Commercial Parking Lots
• Pavement Maintenance

INSTALL • RESURFACE • REPAIR

503-673-3399 
WeGotAsphalt.com

Paving the Willamette Valley Since 1998

CCB#225744

202 W 1st Avenue
Albany, OR 97321

541-926-1907
jordansjewels@msn.com

www.jordanjewelers.com

Fine Jewelry
Custom Repair

505 Mullins Drive, Lebanon • 541-451-1847
Tuesday–Saturday, 4–9 p.m. • Happy Hour, 4–5 p.m.

Buy an entree & receive 50% off an appetizer

PIONEER VILLA
RESTAURANT & SALOON

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • 5 am–10 pm

33180 Hwy 228, Halsey • 541-369-2801

pioneervillatruckplaza.com

122 Spaulding
11–9 • Sunday 12-8
Family Friendly

Phone Orders 541-466-3636
DAILY

SPECIALS

OVERTON VALLEY BEEF
GRASS FED • GRASS FINISHED

Family owned and operated

Kyle Koontz • 541.990.3374

USDA Certified Angus Beef • 100% Natural
No BS. Just quality beef: $5.49/lb (includes 
slaughter, cut, & wrap) custom boxes available!EST. 1860

OVERTONVALLEYRANCH.COM BROWNSVILLE

403 N Main St
Brownsvi�e

Natoshya Mo
i	
541.405.2147 

memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
Facebook: Memas Country Kitchen

Mon-Thur (open if lights on)   Fri-Sun 9-6

106 W Bishop Way
BROWNSVILLE 

Where Bars & Restaurants Shop 541.458.3280
F & Sat 9-9, Sun 10-8 

M-Th 10-9 

TABLE TALK

Breakfast at Odd Bird Cafe
By Jeff Brown, Staff Writer and Columnist

CORVALLIS ‚ Mary and I recently made a trip 
for breakfast to Odd Bird Cafe at 101 NW Jackson 
Avenue in downtown Corvallis, and we were 
impressed.

Our server was Amanda, who had only been 
working there for a few weeks. You wouldn’t have 
known it. She had a full section of tables yet stayed 
on top of everything. She was friendly, fun to talk 
with, and made sure everyone was taken care of.

Before ordering breakfast, we decided to try a 
couple of the cafe’s baked specialties. I went with 
the house-made strawberry Pop-Tart with lemon 
icing. It was warm and flaky, with plenty of straw-
berry filling. The lemon icing was a nice touch, 
and I’d order it again.

Mary chose the cafe’s signature blueberry cin-
namon roll. It arrived covered in a sweet blue-
berry cream cheese topping and was every bit 
as good as it looked. Between the Pop-Tart and 
cinnamon roll, we joked that breakfast could have 
ended right there.

For my main breakfast, I had the half order of 
biscuits and gravy. It was a generous portion with 
fresh biscuits and flavorful gravy.

Mary went with the avocado toast, served on 
toasted Alpine Bakery multigrain bread and 
topped with tomato relish, a whole avocado, pa-
prika, watermelon radish, and microgreens. She 

really enjoyed it and said she’d order it again 
without hesitation.

With very good food, excellent service, and 
generous portions, we left full and glad we’d 
made the trip.

The Times Take: One of the pleasures of pub-
lishing a community newspaper is discovering 
great places across the valley. Odd Bird Cafe is 
one we’re happy to share. 

A hearty avocado toast at Odd Bird Cafe is piled high with 
greens, avocado and other toppings. 

Odd Bird Cafe’s house-made strawberry Pop-Tart features 
strawberry filling and icing, making it a sweet start to 
breakfast.

The cafe’s signature blueberry cinnamon roll comes 
generously topped with blueberry cream cheese. PHOTOS: JEFF BROWN

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioners 
Hear July Stats from 
Planning & Building
Alex Paul, Linn County Communications Officer

ALBANY — The Linn County Planning & 
Building Department issued 335 total permits 
in July, Director Steve Wills told the Board of 
Commissioners at their August 11 meeting. 

There were 356 permits issued in July 2025.
There were 119 land use permits issued in total, 

compared to 91 in July 2025.
Wills noted there were 32 permits for new 

homes, including two single-family units, six 
manufactured dwellings, 20 additions/alter-
ations, and four accessory buildings. In July 
2025, Planning & Building issued permits for 
seven single-family units, eight manufactured 
homes,16 additions or alterations, and three ac-
cessory buildings.

There were 40 total contract city building per-
mits issued in July 2026 compared to 41 in July 
2025.

There were 12 new code enforcement cases 
opened and 15 closed. A year ago, there were 
eight new cases opened and 14 closed.

Wills told the commissioners that if applica-
tions include complete information, permits are 
usually issued within two weeks. 

mailto:jordansjewels@msn.com
https://www.jordanjewelers.com
mailto:memascountrykitchen@yahoo.com
https://share.google/Lt89c3qrUXpPKEsMh
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https://www.facebook.com/MemasCountryKitchens
https://www.boulderfallsinn.com/1847-restaurant
https://wegotasphalt.com/
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Kirt M. Glenn DMD PC
102 E. Bishop Way Brownsville

541-466-5171

www.dentistinbrownsville.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

JEFF LONGTAIN, HIS
Director of Hearing Services

(541) 227-5720
jlongtain@myhearingcenters.com
1144 Willagillespie Road #6
Eugene, OR 97401

LIFETIME VISION SOURCE OF LEBANON

ROGER MUNK, OD • BRANDYN WYATT, OD
 LUKE BORAN, OD

www.lifetimevisionsource.com

90 MARKET ST, STE 20
LEBANON, OR 97355

T: 541-451-2020
F: 541-451-1785

MEMBER NETWORK

I N T E R N E T S E R V I C E P R O V I D E R

541-929-3330 541-368-2425 alyrica.net
Local  |  Transparent Pricing  |  30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee  |  Community Focused

Family Dentistry
Douglas M. Johnson DMD
Nicholas Mantovani DDS

www.douglasjohnsondmd.com

ALBANY: (541) 928-5414 SCIO: (503) 394-3345

TAKING ROOT 

The Mighty Bumblebee
By Donald Lyon, Staff Writer and Columnist

The bumblebee is a hustler, not a 
bumbler. She is out collecting pollen 
while your average honeybee is still 
asleep. She tolerates cooler weather 
and may even nap on a blueberry 
leaf overnight to get an early start 
on the job. 

That name, “bumble,” is a misno-
mer, too. While it may appear that 
the bumblebee is acting the clown, 
tumbling about inside the flower 
like a kid in a bouncy house, she is 
really engaging in the sophisticat-
ed practice of “buzz pollination.” 
She holds on to a blossom while 
vibrating her flight muscles at just 
the right frequency to dislodge 
pollen that is tightly packed away, 
out of reach of honeybees and most 
other pollinators. Blueberries and 
tomatoes are two plants that benefit 
greatly from buzz pollination, which 
helps release their pollen.

Of the 250 known bumblebee spe-
cies, at least 15 are found in west-
ern Oregon, with the yellow-faced 
bumblebee the most abundant. 
Like honeybees, bumblebees collect 
pollen on their legs, inadvertently 
transferring some to other flowers 
as they forage. They live in colo-
nies of several hundred bees, often 
nesting in holes in the ground. Each 

colony consists of one egg-laying 
queen, female workers who collect 
pollen, and male drones who spend 
the day lounging, waiting to mate 
with a new batch of queens in the 
fall. All but the new queens die off 
over the winter.

Bees, including bumblebees, are 
incredibly important. The USDA es-
timates that 75 percent of the fruits, 
nuts, and vegetables grown in the 
U.S. are pollinated by bees. We all 
know that honeybees are declin-
ing, in part due to mites. Pesticide 
use is another threat to our polli-
nating insect friends. If you must 
use pesticides, learn to apply them 
judiciously.

Habitat loss is another big 
problem. If you have some un-
used ground, consider planting 
it with pollinator plants such as 
clover, buckwheat, lavender, and 
Oregon grape. Think in terms of 
early- and late-season bloomers. 
Search online for “Discovering 
Oregon’s Bumble Bees: Habitat, 
Types and Conservation” for more 
information.

Got a gardening question? 
Ask a Master Gardener at  

phototraveler02@gmail.com. 

BUZZING TO WORK — A bumblebee gathers pollen from a raspberry blossom. 
Bumblebees are important pollinators that can forage in cooler temperatures than many 
other bees.

DONALD LYON

Drought Assistance Available for 
Linn County and Oregon Residents, 
Farmers and Businesses

OREGON — As drought condi-
tions affect much of the state, federal 
and state agencies are highlighting 
multiple relief programs available 
to Oregon residents, agricultural 
producers, and small businesses.

Following a federal natural 
disaster declaration by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, quali-
fying farmers and ranchers in des-
ignated primary disaster counties 
— and eligible contiguous counties 
— can apply for emergency loans 
through the Farm Service Agency. 
Overall assistance across the state 
ranges from domestic well repairs 
to agricultural loss coverage and 
low-interest business loans.

Livestock producers facing 
grazing losses may qualify for 
the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program, which triggers on a 
county-by-county basis depending 
on local drought severity. Another 
federal initiative, the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish program, is 
available statewide to help cover 
above-normal costs for hauling feed 
or water and transporting animals.

Additional USDA programs offer 
relief for crop, orchard, and farm-
land damage, along with funding 
for emergency water-conservation 

measures. Because eligibility varies 
by program and local declaration 
status, producers are encouraged 
to contact their local county Farm 
Service Agency office.

Help is also open to rural home-
owners across the entire state. 
Oregon’s Well Abandonment, 
Repair, and Replacement Fund 
assists qualifying low- to moder-
ate-income homeowners statewide 
whose domestic wells no longer 
provide enough water for essential 
household uses. The program can 
reimburse up to $40,000 for eli-
gible work performed by licensed 
professionals. Funding is limited 
and awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Small businesses and private 
nonprofits located in counties cov-
ered by federal drought declarations 
can access support through the U.S. 
Small Business Administration. The 
SBA offers Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans of up to $2 million to help 
cover ongoing operating expenses. 
The application deadline for current 
declarations is March 1, 2027.

State officials encourage residents 
and business owners to check their 
county’s disaster status and apply 
early, as requirements and funding 
pools vary.

Resources
USDA Linn County drought disaster designation:  

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/07-16-2026/
usda-designates-ten-oregon-counties-natural-disaster-areas

USDA Livestock Forage Disaster Program: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
resources/disaster-recovery/livestock-forage-disaster-program-lfp

USDA Oregon Farm Service Agency:  
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/oregon

Oregon Well Abandonment, Repair, and Replacement Fund: https://www.
oregon.gov/owrd/programs/GWWL/WARRF/Pages/default.aspx. 

OREGON NICE
A weekly smile from Dean B. Kaner

______________
The baby strawberry was crying becuase mom 

and pop were in a jam.

https://www.dentistinbrownsville.com
mailto:jlongtain@myhearingcenters.com
https://www.lifetimevisionsource.com
https://www.douglasjohnsondmd.com
mailto:phototraveler02@gmail.com
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/07-16-2026/usda-designates-ten-oregon-counties-natural-disaster-areas
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/disaster-recovery/livestock-forage-disaster-program-lfp
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/oregon
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/programs/GWWL/WARRF/Pages/default.aspx
https://alyrica.net/
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CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Carol Anne Cannell
The Celebration of Life service for Carol 

Anne Cannell will be held on Saturday, August 
22, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Halsey City Hall, 
100 W Halsey St. All are welcome to stay for re-
freshments and to share stories and memories.

John Loshbaugh
The Celebration of Life service for John 

Loshbaugh will be held on Saturday, Aug. 29, 
from 1–3 p.m. at the Old Firehouse, 500 Smith 
St., Harrisburg. Family, friends, and communi-
ty members are invited to honor Loshbaugh’s 
lifelong dedication to public service through 
the Harrisburg Fire Department, planning 
commission, city council, and later as a city 
employee. All are welcome. 

WORSHIP DIRECTORY

BROWNSVILLE
Brownsville Assembly of God 313 Washburn St 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. · Services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Classes Wed. 7 p.m. all ages · 541-466-5030
Brownsville Christian Church 117 N Main St 
541-466-3273 · https://brownsvillechristianchurch.com
Sunday Services and Children’s Church 11 a.m. 
Adult classes 10 a.m.
Brownsville Community Church 198 Washburn St 
541-936-9131 · https://hislifeinbrownsville.com

First Baptist Church of Brownsville 27910 7 Mile Ln 
541-642-3000 · https://www.fbcbrownsvilleoregon.org
Sunday Services and Nursery 9 and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Trinity Catholic Church 104 W Blakely Ave  
541-367-2530 · holytrinitybrownsvilleor@gmail.com
Weekday Mass Wed. Noon · Sunday Service 11:30 a.m.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
1111 North Main St · 541-570-2903 · Sun. Service 10 a.m.
Brownsville Mennonite 34795 OR-228 · 541-466-5622

CRAWFORDSVILLE
Calvary Chapel 38353 Glass St  
541-730-4519 · https://www.crawfordsvillecc.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m.

HALSEY
Central Valley Church 657 W American Dr  
503-602-6796 · https://www.cvchalsey.com
Sun. Corp. Service 8 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (during school year)
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. · Mon. Prayer 7–8 p.m.
Halsey Mennonite Church 910 E 1st St  
712-432-8773 · https://www.halseymennonite.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m. · 1st & 3rd Sunday 6 p.m.
Prayer meeting 1st & 3rd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Harvest Reformed Baptist Church 411 W 2nd St 
541-220-1902 · https://harvestrbc.org
Sunday School 9 a.m. · Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Fellowship Meal noon
Spirit of the Valley United Methodist Church
611 W 3rd St · 541-369-2322 
spiritofthevalleyumc@gmail.com
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. · Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Valley Christian Fellowship 690 W 2nd St  
732-434-3592 · https://vcfhalsey.com
Sunday Service 10 a.m. · Wednesday Service 7:15 p.m.

SHEDD/PEORIA
Oakville Presbyterian Church 29970 Church Dr 
541-758-0647 · https://oakvillechurch.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Riverside Christian Fellowship 29360 Abraham Dr 
360-880-4734 · Sunday Prayer 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday Service 10 a.m. · Sunday School 11 a.m.

HARRISBURG
Calvary Chapel Tri-County 255 Smith St  
541-995-8221 · https://cctricounty.com
Sunday Service 10–11:30 a.m. · Wed. Women’s Study 10 
a.m. · Wed. Study 6:30–8 p.m.
Harrisburg Christian Church  
601 Smith St · 541-995-6723  
https://www.harrisburgchristianchurch.org 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Harrisburg Church of God (Seventh Day)
820 Diamond Hill Rd · 541-995-8003 
https://harrisburgcog7.com 
Saturday Classes 10 a.m. · Saturday Service 11 a.m.
Harrisburg Mennonite Church 23688 Powerline Rd 
541-995-3446 · https://www.pilgrimministry.org
Sunday Service 10 a.m.
Harrisburg Riverside Church 210 LaSalle St  
541-743-1582 · Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
550 Peoria Rd · 541-995-4800 · https://www.jw.org/en
Life Bible Church 23650 Peoria Rd · 541-995-8282
https://www.lifebiblechurch.org
Sun. Services 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. · Wed. Service 6:30 p.m.
United Methodist Church 710 Smith St · 541-369-2322

OBITUARY

Lucy Marie Thompson
April 20, 1942–July 18, 2026 

Lucy Marie Thompson, 84, of Brownsville, 
died Saturday, July 18, 2026. 

She was born April 20, 1942, in Curtis, 
Michigan, to Martha (Elsner) and Gustav 
Abram. She attended Curtis Grade School and 
graduated from Newberry High School before 
moving to Oregon in 1963. She later studied 
agriculture, soil, and trees at Linn-Benton 
Community College. 

Thompson worked for the Linn County 
Extension Service, a local seed plant, the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, and as a mail carri-
er for the U.S. Postal Service. 

An avid outdoorswoman, she enjoyed gar-
dening, working with Christmas trees, hunt-
ing and fishing, earning a reputation as a 
well-known fishing legend out of the Port of 
Newport. 

Lucy is survived by her children, Niki, Kevin, 
and Chris, as well as several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel https://sweeth-
omefuneral.com is handling arrangements. 

PA I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mark Life’s Great Passages with Us
Notices of birth, marriage, or passing may be submitted for publication.

Send particulars in 50 words or less to editor@thetimescwv.org
or place a longer paid notice at https://thetimescwv.org/notices

Have three 
hours to 
spare?

 Volunteer in our 
office as little 
or as often as 

you’d like — Help 
support your 
local nonprofit 
newspaper. 

Call  
458-266-0511  

for info.

OBITUARY

Donald William Andrews
July 16, 1938–August 5, 2026

Donald William “Don” 
Andrews, 88, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded 
by his close friends and 
family, in Brownsville, 
Oregon, on August 5, 2026. 
Born on July 16, 1938, in 
Manzanola, Colorado, 
Don lived a life defined by 
service, dedication, and 
an unwavering commit-
ment to his community 
and family.

Don began his academic journey at Yakima 
Junior College before earning a doctorate from 
Willamette University. He went on to build an im-
pactful career as an attorney.

Before embarking on his academic career, Don 
proudly served his country in the United States Air 
Force. After his service, Don dedicated himself to 
helping others through his professional work and 
extensive volunteer efforts.

Over the years, he touched countless lives 
through his work with the YMCA of Columbia-
Willamette, Oregon YMCA Youth and Government, 
Sharing Hands, Makindu Children’s Program, the 
Brownsville Volunteer Fire Department, the city’s 
planning commission and budget committee, and 
many other organizations dedicated to helping 
others.

Family was central to Don’s life. He is survived 
by his children Michael Andrews, Susan Spengler, 
and Jennifer Garman; his beloved partner Cheryl 
Haworth; his sister Verlene Wilson; and many 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and “bonus 
children.” He was predeceased by his parents, 
Velma and Frederick Andrews; his brother, Fritz 
Andrews; and his sister, Joyce Malakoff.

Don’s legacy is defined by kindness, service, and 
dedication to making the world a better place. His 
memory will be cherished by all who knew him.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, the family has request-
ed donations be made to Sharing Hands, Inc. and/
or the Makindu Children’s Program. Visit https:// 
sharinghands.org or https://www.makindu.org for 
more information. 

Show him a littleShow him a littleShow him a little
love before helove before helove before he
breaks down duringbreaks down duringbreaks down during
the first heatwave.the first heatwave.the first heatwave.

Show him a little
love before he
breaks down during
the first heatwave.

Schedule your Maintenance Today!

541-754-1681541-754-1681

Hey, Girl.Hey, Girl.
That long,
hot summer?
Yeah, it’s
coming.

Scan Me!
Family Owned Since 1979Family Owned Since 1979

https://brownsvillechristianchurch.com
https://hislifeinbrownsville.com
https://www.fbcbrownsvilleoregon.org
mailto:holytrinitybrownsvilleor@gmail.com
https://www.crawfordsvillecc.org
https://www.cvchalsey.com
https://www.halseymennonite.org
https://harvestrbc.org
mailto:spiritofthevalleyumc@gmail.com
https://vcfhalsey.com
https://oakvillechurch.org
https://cctricounty.com
https://www.harrisburgchristianchurch.org
https://harrisburgcog7.com
https://www.pilgrimministry.org
https://www.jw.org/en
https://www.lifebiblechurch.org
https://sweeth-omefuneral.com
https://sweeth-omefuneral.com
https://sweeth-omefuneral.com
mailto:editor@thetimescwv.org
https://thetimescwv.org/notices
https://sharinghands.org
https://sharinghands.org
https://www.makindu.org
https://www.stephensheating.com/
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 41 Mauna ___
 43 Calendar spans 

(Abbr.)
 45 Slough
 47 Femme fatale
 48 Moron starter
 50 Climbing vines
 51 Deserves
 52 Monroe’s 

successor
 53 Stick-on
 54 Deserted
 56 Feelings
 59 Baby buggy
 61 First-class
 62 Carryall
 63 Rework a paper
 65 Purge
 67 Japanese sash
 68 Prosciutto

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74

Across

 1 Arizona river
 5 Droops
 9 Befuddle
 14 Cupid, to the 

Greeks
 15 Sheltered, at sea
 16 Reef material
 17 Tennessee city
 19 Fine fiddle
 20 Aardvark’s 

morsel
 21 ___ de France
 22 Curtain holder
 24 UN agency
 25 British biscuit
 27 Tiny flower
 29 Big cat
 32 Primitive 

weapon
 34 Slacker
 35 Prospector’s 

need
 36 Bar bill
 39 Honey maker
 40 Decelerates
 42 Lad
 44 Beak
 46 Debtor’s note
 47 Sedate
 49 Talipot palms
 51 Drink makers
 52 Musical
  passage
 55 All
 57 Pa. neighbor
 58 Venomous 

snake
 60 Choler
 61 Broke bread
 64 Squirrel’s stash
 66 Legendary 

English outlaw

 69 Craze
 70 Assist, in a way
 71 Against
 72 Coasters
 73 Overlook
 74 Convene

Down

 1 Actress 
Rowlands

 2 Persia, now
 3 Bewildered
 4 Fire remnant
 5 Jack-tar
 6 Kind of wrench
 7 Hair goo
 8 Merlin, e.g.
 9 Maine’s National 

Park

 10 Actor Deluise
 11 Certain accent
 12 Carpenter’s 

machine
 13 Four Quartets 

poet
 18 Parish priest
 23 Roasters
 25 Petition
 26 Marry
 28 Crumb
 29 Triangular sail
 30 Gulf port
 31 Delight
 33 Feline foot
 37 Fr. holy man
 38 Orange Free 

State settler
 40 Military 

installations

ACROSS
1	 Arizona river
5 	 Droops
9 	 Befuddle
14 	 Cupid, to the 

Greeks
15 	 Sheltered, at 

sea
16 	 Reef material
17 	 Tennessee city
19 	 Fine fiddle
20 	 Aardvark’s 

morsel
21	  ___ de France
22 	 Curtain holder
24 	 UN agency
25 	 British biscuit
27 	 Tiny flower
29 	 Big cat
32 	 Primitive 

weapon
34 	 Slacker
35 	 Prospector’s 

need
36 	 Bar bill
39 	 Honey maker
40 	 Decelerates
42 	 Lad
44 	 Beak
46 	 Debtor’s note
47 	 Sedate
49 	 Talipot palms
51 	 Drink makers
52 	 Musical passage

55 	 All
57 	 Pa. neighbor
58 	 Venomous 

snake
60 	 Choler
61 	 Broke bread
64 	 Squirrel’s stash
66 	 Legendary 

English outlaw
69 	 Craze
70 	 Assist, in a way
71 	 Against
72 	 Coasters
73 	 Overlook
74 	 Convene

DOWN
1 	 Actress 

Rowlands
2 	 Persia, now
3 	 Bewildered
4 	 Fire remnant
5 	 Jack-tar
6 	 Kind of wrench
7 	 Hair goo
8 	 Merlin, e.g.
9 	 Maine’s National 

Park
10 	 Actor Deluise
11 	 Certain accent
12 	 Carpenter’s 

machine
13 	 “Four Quartets” 

poet
18 	 Parish priest

23 	 Roasters
25 	 Petition
26 	 Marry
28 	 Crumb
29 	 Triangular sail
30 	 Gulf port
31 	 Delight
33 	 Feline foot
37 	 Fr. holy man
38 	 Orange Free 

State settler
40 	 Military 

installations
41 	 Mauna ___
43 	 Calendar spans 

(Abbr.)
45 	 Slough
47 	 Femme fatale
48 	 Moron starter
50 	 Climbing vines
51 	 Deserves
52 	 Monroe’s 

successor
53 	 Stick-on
54 	 Deserted
56 	 Feelings
59 	 Baby buggy
61 	 First-class
62 	 Carryall
63 	 Rework a paper
65 	 Purge
67 	 Japanese sash
68 	 Prosciutto

OCHOSL	 __ __ __ __ __ __
HRAECTE	 __ __ __ __ __ __ __
CLNIEP	 __ __ __ __ __ __
RYONAC	 __ __ __ __ __ __
Boxed letters jumble: 	__ __ __ __ __

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Albany, OR
CCB # 198551

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS • SERVICE CALLS

(541) 801-4854

128 Spaulding Ave, Brownsville
(541) 556-7521
www.StutsmanHomes.com

OR Real Estate Principal Broker
Brownsville Local
Trusted and Involved 

Jenna Stutsman

in the Brownsville Community

AMERICAN LEGION POST 184

An Empty Chair in Brownsville 
By an ordinary seaman

Summer in Brownsville moves with a slow, 
deliberate grace, like a tractor turning through 
a dusty field of grass seed. Between the citywide 
garage sales and the quiet rhythm of local hazel-
nut orchards, life here has a comfortable way of 
feeling complete. But down at Travis Moothart 
Post 184, there is a small table set for a meal that 
never quite begins, and next to it, an empty chair. 

Most folks drifting in for movie night or a slice 
of pie might look right past it. Furniture, after all, 
is just wood and joinery until someone sits down 
to give it purpose. But the veterans notice. 

At every official meeting, shortly after the open-
ing gavel falls, our Sergeant at Arms, Carl Frank, 
steps forward. Carl is a Navy veteran who once 
plucked Apollo astronauts out of the vast Pacific 
Ocean. A man accustomed to pulling history out 
of the water. Now, with that same quiet, military 
dignity, Carl drapes the black-and-white POW/
MIA flag over the back of that lonely chair. 

In that fleeting moment, the room shifts. The 
flag catches the light, its stark silhouette facing 
us like a gentle rebuke to forgetting. 

There’s an old saying that no story is ever really 
over, that what we think is the end is merely an 
inning in a game called on account of darkness. 
For those missing service members who marched 
off to foreign lands and never found their way 
back home, the search continues. Dedicated re-
covery teams are still at work across the globe. In 
2025 alone, 230 missing service members were 
identified and returned to their families. Just this 
July, word came that the remains of a World War 
II B-29 tail gunner had finally been accounted for 
eighty years after he was lost. 

We aren’t a somber bunch by habit down at Post 
184. Carl spends his spare time taking disabled 

vets fishing, and Commander Norm Simms is just 
as likely to be calling local Bingo as managing fif-
teen district posts. But when that flag settles over 
the chair, we are reminded that a community isn’t 
just defined by the folks gathered in the room, but 
by the quiet honor we reserve for the ones who 
are still finding their way home. 

The POW/MIA remembrance table at American Legion 
Travis Moothart Post 184 in Brownsville honors American 
service members who remain prisoners of war or missing 
in action. The empty chair and symbolic place setting serve 
as a reminder of those who have not returned home.

Sheila Ridinger
Real Estate Broker

541.570.5698
Sheridinger@gmail.com

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

CENTRAL WILLAMETTE VALLEY HOME SALES REPORT

Home Sales Span Four Communities
Residential property transfers across the 

Central Willamette Valley included homes in 
Brownsville, Halsey, Harrisburg, and Tangent 
from late June through mid-July. Four transac-
tions were recorded.

Homes ranged from 1,267 to 2,558 square 

feet, with construction dates spanning from 
1915 to 2022. Lot sizes ranged from 0.13 acres in 
Brownsville to .39 acres in Tangent. The highest 
recorded sale price was $497,500 for a five-bed-
room home in Brownsville built in 2022.

Date 	 Street Address 	 City 	 Sale Price 	 Sq. Ft. 	 Year Built 	Beds 	 Baths 	 Acres

June 24 	 111 3rd St. 	 Halsey 	 $389,900 	 1,288 	 1915 	 3 	 1 	 0.28
July 9 	 32900 Old Church Rd. 	 Tangent 	 $490,000 	 1,267 	 1950 	 3 	 2 	 0.39
July 13 	 1053 Heckart Ln. 	 Harrisburg 	 $470,000 	 1,780 	 2007 	 4 	 2.5 	 0.16
July 14 	 860 Maple St. 	 Brownsville 	 $497,500 	 2,558 	 2022 	 5 	 2.5 	 0.13

Stuart Schweizer
stuart@byfaithconstruction.com
www.byfaith-construction.com

ccb: #242854

LLC

Fencing
Painting
Siding
Flooring
Decks

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL/TEXT: 
503-851-1563

JOHN MORRISON

https://www.StutsmanHomes.com
mailto:Sheridinger@gmail.com
mailto:stuart@byfaithconstruction.com
https://www.byfaith-construction.com
https://bigvalleyelectricllc.com/
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• Rated A+ by AM Best since 1997
• Named top pick by Forbes
• Ranked No. 1 by J.D. Power for   

customer loyalty

• Top-rated in service and claims in 
every state we serve

• Celebrating 100 years in 2025
• Providing life insurance for 96 years

Office: 541-926-4883 • Cell: 541-231-9955
Jeff.Garver@countryfinancial.com

JEFF GARVER
Financial Adviser
Insurance Agent

Farm Certified Specialist

DARCIE YANDERYACHT
Associate Agent
Office Manager

Home/Auto/Commercial

33254 Hwy 99 E • Tangent

Our office has proudly served Oregon and Washington farm, 
ranch and rural properties for over 50 years!

Jeff Garver Insurance Agency
AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM | RETIREMENT
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CENTRAL LINN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board Names New Leadership, Reviews 
Summer School and Facility Needs
By Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer and Columnist

During its August meeting, the Central Linn 
School Board addressed leadership changes, 
summer school results, facility improvements, 
and school safety.

The board unanimously accepted Director Levi 
Farris’ resignation and thanked him for his ser-
vice, including his work on the Policy Committee. 
Garrett Leabo was elected board chair, and Steve 
Irwin was selected as vice chair. Farris’ resigna-
tion creates a vacancy in Zone 3, which includes 
Halsey. The position will be advertised for 20 
days before the board interviews applicants and 
selects a replacement. The student board repre-
sentative appointment and Budget Committee 
vacancies remain unresolved.

Board members received a positive report on 
the district’s summer school program, supported 
by a $190,045.44 allocation for a three-year effort. 
Eighty-two students registered, with an average 
daily attendance of 91.1 percent. The 10-day pro-
gram provided 80 hours of instruction. Mornings 
focused on literacy, math, and academics, while 
afternoons featured STEM activities, social-emo-
tional learning, and relationship building. Meals 
and transportation were provided. Extended 
School Year services served 12 special education 
students separately. Plans for next summer may 
include two separate one-week sessions and pos-
sible afternoon career and technical education 
activities. 

The board also heard concerns about public ac-
cess to meeting materials, including difficulties 

viewing, downloading, and printing documents. 
District officials said they are addressing website 
permission issues and may consider adopting a 
board-book system.

The board unanimously approved an instruc-
tional-time justification. District calculations 
showed about 1,060 instructional hours, com-
pared with the state minimum of 900 hours.

Facility and safety needs were also discussed. 
Approximately $200,000 is budgeted for im-
provements. A proposed 30-foot entrance gate at 
the high school was quoted at $32,356, and the 
district must obtain three quotes.

Board members also discussed improving 
emergency accountability for staff, students, and 
visitors through visitor logs, badge technology, 
and emergency roll-call procedures.

The board adopted the Local Wellness Programs 
policy and set the high school graduation for June 
12, 2027 at 1 p.m. 

CENTRAL LINN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Jamboree: Football, Volleyball, and Soccer
Thursday, Aug. 27
First Contest: Cross Country and Cheer
Thursday, Aug. 27
First Contest: Football
Friday, Aug. 28
First Day of School
Tuesday, Sept. 8

HARRISBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT
Back-to-School Night
Thursday, Aug. 27 • 5–6:30 p.m.  
(5–7 p.m. High School Open House)
Families can prepare for the new school year and 
connect with their schools. The Harrisburg High School 
Booster Club will also have a limited selection of Eagles 
apparel available for purchase.
https://www.harrisburg.k12.or.us
First Day of School
Monday, Aug 31
Kindergarten Back to School Night
Thursday, Sept. 3 • 3–5 p.m. • 642 Smith St.
No School – Labor Day Holiday
Monday, Sept. 7
Regular School Board Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 9  • 6:30–7:30 p.m. 
Harrisburg High School Resource Center, 400 S 9th St.
Online meeting: https://meet.google.com/ipd-dkfs-kay
Eagle Mania
Friday, Sept. 11 • 5–7 p.m. • FREE admission 
Harrisburg High School Baseball Field, 400 S. Ninth St.
Hosted by the Harrisburg High School Booster Club, this 
annual community kickoff celebration, features food 
trucks, inflatables, a dunk tank, kids’ games, conces-
sions, and Eagle apparel and spirit gear. $5 bracelets 
available for unlimited kids’ games. A limited selection 
of Eagle apparel will also be available for purchase.

Solar Powered Farmhouse 
with EV Charger
Available on Airbnb
541-915-9322

mailto:Jeff.Garver@countryfinancial.com
mailto:editor@thetimescwv.org
mailto:admin@thetimescwv.org
mailto:misscabc@yahoo.com
mailto:thebrownsvilletimes@gmail.com
mailto:advertise@thetimescwv.org
https://thetimescwv.org/contact
https://thetimescwv.org/editorial-policy
https://thetimescwv.org
https://www.harrisburg.k12.or.us
https://meet.google.com/ipd-dkfs-kay
https://advisors.countryfinancial.com/usa/or/tangent/jeff-garver
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/985334350835912711
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SAFEHAVEN’S PET OF THE MONTH

¡Meet Dora!
I’m an adventurous young shepherd mix, ready to explore my way 

right into your heart! With my big ears and curious spirit, every day is a 
new adventure — whether it’s a backyard “jungle” hike, a quest for the 
treat cabinet, or a cozy snuggle mission on the couch.

I’m smart and energetic, and I love learning new things, especially 
when snacks are involved. I’m still in training, but with a little guidance 
— and maybe a backpack full of goodies — I’ll be your loyal compañera 
in no time!

I’m also a big fan of hugs and might 
greet you with a few enthusiastic jumps 
and face kisses. Because of my excite-
ment and strength, I’d do best in a home 
with older kids. I can be a little shy 
around new men, so slow introductions 
— and treats! — are the way to win me 
over. Then we’ll be best buds in no time.

Are you ready to say “¡Vámonos!” and 
start our next big adventure together?

It’s also carnival time at SafeHaven. 
Throughout August, adopters can play 
one of SafeHaven’s mini carnival games 
to see what discount they’ll receive on 
their new pet’s adoption fee. Everyone’s 
a winner!

As part of SafeHaven Humane Society’s 
“12 Months of Love” campaign, adoption 
fees are waived for all animals on the 

second Saturday of each month. The next fee-waived adoption day is 
Sept. 12.

To learn more about Dora or other animals awaiting homes, visit 
SafeHaven Humane Society in Tangent daily from noon to 5 p.m. View 
adoptable pets at https://safehavenhumane.org or call 541-928-2789.  

PHOTO COURTESY: SAFEHAVEN

Electric Contractors Since 1971
 279 Templeton Ave • PO Box 28

Brownsville, OR 97327
Electrical Material Available

•Residential •Commercial •Agricultural
541-466-5328  •  CCB #55960

Mitch Carter, 
Owner

541-367-5655

100 Main St
Sweet Home

Pumps    Tanks    Filters

541-451-3298 • 250 Market St • Lebanon
Pumps      Pressure Tanks      Storage Tank Systems
Water Treatment      Filtration      Real Estate Testing

Self-Serve Purified Water      Spa Chemicals
24-hour Emergency Service

ADVANCED
ENERGY
SYSTEMS

SINCE 2004
SOLAR + BATTERY
EXPERTS

OREGON’S

541.683.2345  |  AESrenew.com  | info@aesrenew.com

111 Stanard Ave.
Brownsville
(541) 466-5108
Monday-Saturday 8–5 

Family 
owned & 
operated 

since 1942 

Carlson Hardware 
& Lumber Yard

– Free Estimates – 

• General
 Construction
• Interior
• Exterior
• Residential

dtrpaintingllc13@gmail.com
Call Damian Torres 503-551-2837 CCB#254413

Regular House Cleaning, Deep CleaningRegular House Cleaning, Deep Cleaning
Bi-weekly, Monthly or one timeBi-weekly, Monthly or one time

CLEANING COMPANY LLCCLEANING COMPANY LLC

sisterscleaning79@gmail.com
541-513-1929

“Thank you for letting us give  
your home some love” CCB# 208491541-367-8706

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

$145 Tune-Up
$95 Diagnostic

Free Estimates

2222 Main St • Sweet Home

DAN WHITE
OWNER & OPERATOR

CCB# 237735

CONCRETE COMPANY LLCCONCRETE COMPANY LLC
541-220-3342541-220-3342
GreatWhiteConcreteLLC@gmail.com

Driveways • Shop Floors
RV Pads • Patios • Sidewalks

Carl Conner

541.214.1131

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
HVAC SERVICE

PRESIDENT • CCB: 203129

carl202@centurytel.net

Cell:
Fax:

P.O. Box 455 • Brownsville, OR 97327

VETERAN-OWNED COMPANY

541.466.5807

Nicholson
Construction

& Remodel LLC

Call Jason: 541-401-1355
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JC JIMENEZ QUALITY HOMES
N E W  B U I L D S  •  R E M O D E L S

GENERAL CONTRACTOR  •  J. Carlos Jimenez 
  541-224-1195 • jucaji_22@MSN.com

CCB # 235048

CRITTER CHRONICLES

Maude Had a Little Lamb
Sharon K. Banks, Staff Writer and Columnist

Sometimes love finds a place to 
go, even after heartbreak.

My niece, Jessica, lives on a farm in 
Colorado, where she raises bulldogs 
and keeps a few sheep. Recently, one 
of her bulldogs, Maude, gave birth 
for the first time.

Maude gave birth to two puppies, 
but they were born too early, and 
neither survived.

The loss was hard on Maude. She 
had prepared to be a mother, and 
suddenly her puppies were gone. 
Jessica watched as the normally 
happy dog mourned her babies.

Then, a day or two later, some-
thing remarkable happened.

Jessica looked out the window and 
saw Maude in the field, carrying a 
baby lamb in her mouth.

Her first thought was frighten-
ing: Maude had attacked one of the 
lambs.

Jessica hurried outside, expecting 
the worst. But when she reached 
Maude, she found a very different 
scene.

Maude had not harmed the lamb 
at all.

Instead, she was cuddling it.
The grieving bulldog had gently 

carried the lamb away and was try-
ing to nurse it as if it were one of her 

own puppies.
Somehow, Maude seemed to un-

derstand that the tiny lamb was a 
baby — yet Maude still desperately 
wanted to be a mother.

Maybe she did not know that 
lambs and bulldogs are supposed to 
be different. Maybe it did not matter 
to her.

She had lost her babies. Here was 
a baby in need of care.

So Maude did what came naturally.
She loved it.
Maude had a little lamb — and for 

one grieving mother, that little lamb 
may have been exactly what she 
needed. 

AI ASSISTED ILLUSTRATION BY SHARON K. BANKS
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mailto:info@aesrenew.com
mailto:dtrpaintingllc13@gmail.com
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mailto:jucaji_22@MSN.com
https://www.starwater-systems.com/
https://newfloplumbing.com/
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/07318
https://share.google/6p87UzTibqAzqR4pe
https://aesrenew.com/
https://walkerheatingandac.com/
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SHERIFF’S REPORT AUGUST 10-15
Information in the Sheriff’s 

Report is provided by The Linn 
County Sheriff’s Daily Media 
Log of Dispatched Calls and 
Cases. Incident details may be 
limited or delayed due to agency 
availability before our weekly 
publication deadline. Addresses 
typically reflect the location of 
the incident or arrest, though 
in some cases they may indicate 
the origin of the call.

An individual’s arrest or 
citation reported here does not 
imply guilt. Guilt or innocence 
is determined only through the 
judicial process. 

The following is a list of ab-
breviations that may appear 
in our log reports: LCSO (Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office); OSP 
(Oregon State Police); APS 
(Adult Protective Services); 
DHS (Department of Human 
Services); LCCC (Linn County 
Circuit Court); LCJ (Linn County 
Jail); LCJC (Linn County Justice 
Court); LCJD (Linn County 
Juvenile Department) AMC 
(Albany Municipal Court); LMC 
(Lebanon Municipal Court). A 
Roman numeral listed after a 
charge means that the charge is 
of that numbered degree: Theft 
I (first-degree theft).

BROWNSVILLE
Mon., Aug. 10, 11:58 a.m. — 

Deputy documented a call-
er’s statements regarding 
an ongoing neighborhood 
dispute involving a shared 
driveway and speeding in 
the 35200 block of Oakview 
Dr.

Tue., Aug. 11, 4:26 p.m. 
— Caller reported criminal 
mischief in the 100 block 
of W Blakely Ave., near 
Washburn St. No public nar-
rative. Report taken.

11:35 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a report of a 
domestic disturbance in 
the 400 block of N Main St. 
Intoxicated individuals were 
provided rides to return to 
their residences. No report 
needed.

Wed., Aug. 12, 5:54 p.m. 
— Caller reported a vehicle 
performing burnouts on 
private property, throwing 
gravel onto a passing car 
and causing $1,000 in dam-
age in the 26700 block of 
Gap Rd., near Lake Creek Dr. 
The involved vehicle fled the 
area. Investigation ongoing. 
Report taken.

Thu., Aug. 13, 8:53 a.m. 

— Deputy investigated a re-
ported trespass in the 36000 
block of Hwy 228. 

11:03 a.m. — Deputy locat-
ed and identified a suspect 
in a separate case in the 600 
block of Robe St., near E 
Kisling Ave.

Fri., Aug. 14, 5:52 p.m. — 
Deputy addressed questions 
about the civil eviction pro-
cess in the 37300 block of 
Northern Dr.

Sat., Aug. 15, 10:23 a.m. 
— Deputy responded to a 
report of a dog bite in the 
300 block of W Bishop Way. 
A female sustained a serious 
hand injury after her pit bull 
dogs began fighting each 
other. Medics responded, 
and she was transported to 
Linn County Health Services 
for treatment.

CRABTREE
Mon., Aug. 10, 7:32 p.m. 

— Dillon Smith, 20, of Scio, 
was cited for speeding 75 in 
a 55-mph zone in the 36600 
block of Hwy 226 near Old 
Bridge Dr. 

Thu., Aug. 13, 4:17 p.m. — 
Deputy conducted an iden-
tity theft investigation in the 
36800 block of Gilkey Rd. 
Report taken.

Fri., Aug. 14, 9:32 a.m. — 
Dog owner, Kelly Rydz, of 
Crabtree, was cited for Dog 
as a Public Nuisance II in the 
36900 block of Crabtree Dr. 
Report taken.

CRAWFORDSVILLE/
HOLLEY

Tue., Aug. 11, 4:13 p.m. 
— Caller requested advice 
regarding identity theft is-
sues in the 39000 block of 
Crawfordsville Dr. Deputy 
contacted the caller and 
advised on the proper steps 
to take to prevent further 
issues.

Wed., Aug. 12, 3:31 p.m. 
— Deputy investigated a 
report of a trespasser on 
Cascade Timber Consulting 
(CTC) property in the 39200 
block of Crawfordsville Dr. 
Deputy and CTC staff are 
working to identify the sus-
pect. Investigation ongoing. 
Report taken.

4:09 p.m. — Citizen re-
ported that the picnic ta-
ble at the Crawfordsville 
Covered Bridge day-use area 
had been dragged down to 

the Calapooia River. The ta-
ble did not appear damaged, 
and Linn County Parks staff 
said they would reposition it. 

Fri., Aug. 14, 12:51 p.m. — 
Deputy contacted individu-
als camping along the Upper 
Calapooia River in the 40000 
block of Hwy 228. 

HALSEY
Tue., Aug. 11, 12:49 p.m. — 

Caller reported a stolen cat 
in the 500 block of W 4th St. 
Matter is civil. Report taken.

Fri., Aug. 14, 8:09 a.m. — 
Caller reported that $50 
worth of grass seed was sto-
len from the 25300 block of 
Powerline Rd. Report taken.

9:48 a.m. — Caller report-
ed finding a dog in the 100 
block of W Halsey St. Deputy 
lodged the dog at Linn 
County Animal Control. 

HARRISBURG
Mon., Aug. 10, 2:07 p.m. — 

Caller reported a violation of 
a release agreement in the 
800 block of S 9th St. Report 
taken.

2:56 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a call involving 
eggs being thrown in the 
1000 block of Applegate Pl., 
with neighbors blaming 
each other. 

5:15 p.m. — Deputies re-
sponded to a single-vehicle 
motorcycle crash in the 
22000 block of N Coburg Rd. 
The operator was transport-
ed to a local hospital. Report 
taken.

7:15 p.m. — Deputies 
responded to a report of a 
physical domestic distur-
bance in the 800 block of 
Sommerville Loop. The sus-
pect left before the deputies’ 
arrival and was located later 
in the shift and arrested. 
James Thompson, 54, of 
Brownsville, was lodged 
at the Linn County Jail for 
strangulation and Assault 
IV. Report taken.

Tue., Aug. 11, 12:50 p.m. — 
Caller requested a welfare 
check on a friend who was 
being scammed in the 800 
block of N 7th St. The friend 
was contacted and advised 
on how to proceed.

4:58 p.m. — Deputy re-
sponded to a report of a ju-
venile complaint in the 800 
block of S 8th Pl. The parent 
was contacted and asked to 

document the behavior.
6:47 p.m. — Deputy re-

sponded to a single-vehicle 
semi-truck rollover crash in 
the 31900 block of Diamond 
Hill Dr., near Weatherford 
Rd. The driver was unin-
jured. The crash was deter-
mined to be non-criminal. 
Report taken.

Wed., Aug. 12, 2:29 a.m. — 
Deputy responded to a park-
ing complaint in the 500 
block of 6th Pl. and issued a 
citation.

12:26 p.m. — Deputy took 
a report of stolen hay bales 
in a field in the 28700 block 
of Cartney Dr., near Nixon 
Dr. Investigation ongoing. 
Report taken. 

Sat., Aug. 15, 3:45 a.m. — 
Deputy located a dog that 
had been struck and killed 
by a vehicle in the 23500 
block of Hwy 99E near Tandy 
Ln. The owner was located 
and notified. 

8:32 p.m. — Deputy con-
ducted a traffic stop on a 
juvenile riding an e-bike 
and issued a warning for a 
moving violation in the 500 
block of Territorial St.

JEFFERSON
Mon., Aug. 10, 2:29 p.m. — 

Deputies checked the area 
near the 200 block of S Main 
St. and Old Pacific Highway 
for a hit-and-run suspect 
wanted by Marion County.

SCIO
Mon., Aug. 10, 10:17 a.m. 

— Deputy stopped a juve-
nile in the 38700 block of N 
Main St. and cited them for 
speeding 11-20 mph over the 
speed limit.

Tue., Aug. 11, 5:07 a.m. 
— Andrew Ferguson, 21, of 
Scio, was cited for speeding 
75 in a 55-mph zone in the 
37900 block of Hwy 226 near 
Freeman Rd.

2:25 p.m. — Deputy in-
vestigated a report of child 
abuse in the 40100 block of 
Rainbow Dr. Investigation 
ongoing. Report taken.

4:24 p.m. — Deputy took 
a report of fraud in which 
$75,000 was sent via checks, 
and it is believed that more 
was sent in cash in the 
40600 block of Stayton Scio 
Rd. Report taken.

9:27 p.m. — Deputy ex-
tinguished a campfire on 

BLM land in the 44700 
block of Camp Morrison Dr. 
Unknown who started the 
fire.

Wed., Aug. 12, 5:45 a.m. — 
Ownen Rupert, 19, of Albany, 
was cited for speeding 79 
in a 55-mph zone in the 
40900 block of Hwy 226 near 
Shindler Bridge Dr.

Thu., Aug. 13, 11:47 a.m. — 
Julio Alejo-Vidal, 33, of Scio, 
was cited for speeding 76 in a 
55-mph zone and no driver’s 
license in the 40500 block of 
Stayton Scio Rd. 

Fri., Aug. 14, 10:05 a.m. 
— Deputies contacted a 
disoriented elderly man in 
the 41100 block of Rodgers 
Mountain Loop and escorted 
him home. Adult Protective 
Services and family are now 
involved. 

SHEDD
Tue., Aug. 11, 8:25 a.m. — K. 

Hoskins, 30, of Brownsville, 
was cited for failing to main-
tain a lane after deputies 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle, non-injury crash in 
the 28400 block of Ogle Rd. 
Report taken.

TALLMAN
Tue., Aug. 11, 10:10 p.m. 

— Deputy responded to a 
report of a juvenile who 
made suicidal statements 
in the 35900 block of Gore 
Dr. The juvenile was inter-
viewed and left in the care of 
their concerned parents. The 
family was provided with 
resources to pursue moving 
forward.

TANGENT
Mon., Aug. 10, 3:49 p.m. 

— Deputies responded to 
a three-vehicle injury col-
lision in the 33500 block 
of Tangent Dr. near Seven 
Mile Ln. Two drivers de-
clined medical attention, 
and one was transported to 
the hospital with minor in-
juries. Grace Lehwald, 24, of 
Lebanon, was cited for fail-
ing to obey a traffic control 
device. Report taken.

Sat., Aug. 15, 1:17 p.m. — A 
verbal domestic disturbance 
between a mother and her 
juvenile daughter over a cell 
phone was reported in the 
31800 block of Dahlia Ln. 

Know Before They Go: Youth Curfews Vary by Community
Recent Linn County Sheriff’s Office reports 

have included calls involving juveniles out after 
curfew. But what time is curfew? The answer may 
depend on where you are.

Oregon has a statewide juvenile curfew, but cit-

ies may establish stricter local hours. That means 
a teen who is within curfew in one community 
could be out past curfew in another.

With summer winding down and school ap-
proaching, The Times is checking curfew require-

ments throughout our coverage area.
Watch the Aug. 26 issue for our communi-

ty-by-community guide to local youth curfew 
hours and what parents and teens should 
know. 
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PUZZLE KEY
Puzzles on page 11Solution

G I L A S A G S A D D L E
E R O S A L E E C O R A L
N A S H V I L L E A M A T I
A N T I L E R O D W H O

S C O N E V I O L E T
J A G U A R S P E A R
I D L E R P A N T A B
B E E S L O W S B O Y
N E B I O U S O B E R

O L L A S M I X E R S
A D A G I O E V E R Y
D E L A S P I R E A T E
A C O R N R O B I N H O O D
M A N I A A B E T A N T I
S L E D S M I S S M E E T

SCHOOL
TEACHER
PENCIL
CRAYON

Boxed letters: LEARN

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
August 31, 2026 

Brownsville City Hall Council Chambers
The City of Brownsville will hold a public hearing before 
the Planning Commission on Monday, August 31, 2026, 
to consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit 
in the Old Town Commercial Zone (OTC). 
The hearing will be held at 7 p.m. in Brownsville City Hall, 
255 N. Main Street, Council Chambers, on the date above. 
The Staff Report will be available for review at City Hall 
by 4 p.m. August 24, 2026; a copy of the document may 
be obtained on that date.
NATURE OF PROPOSAL: Conditional Use Permit to allow 
a residence, secondary to the primary commercial use, 
at 439 N Main St, in the Old Town Commercial Zone. 
LOCATION: 	 439 North Main Street
	 Brownsville, OR 97327 
APPLICANT(S):  	 Teresa Loukota
	 40849 Highway 228  
	 Sweet Home, OR 97386 
APPLICABLE CRITERIA: Brownsville Ordinances 
15.125.010–050, 15.115.010-070 & 15.80.080 
Issues which may provide the basis for an appeal to the 
Land Use Board of Appeals must be raised either in writ-
ing, as described below, or in oral testimony at the public 
hearing.  Issues shall be raised with specific enough detail 
to enable all parties to respond to the issue.  Failure to do 
so preclude appeal of the City’s decision to the Land Use 
Board of Appeals (LUBA) based on that issue.
Please submit written comments to the City of 
Brownsville, Attention: Elizabeth Coleman, PO Box 188, 
Brownsville, OR 97327, fax to (541) 466-5118, or deliver 
to City Hall at 255 N Main St. Comments must be received 
by 4pm, August 24, 2026. Copies of materials relied upon 
by the applicant are available for review and may be ob-
tained for a fee. Please contact Elizabeth Coleman with 
any questions at (541) 466-5666.

CLASSIFIEDS

A L - A N O N  W E E K LY  M E E T I N G
Fridays • 7 p.m. • Halsey City Hall, 100 W Halsey St.

A A  W E E K LY  M E E T I N G
Fridays • 7 p.m. • Halsey City Hall, 100 W Halsey St.

F O R  S A L E
USED METAL CHAIRS from the Brownsville 
American Legion & Senior Center. $1 each. 
Limited quantities. Call Jeff, 541-657-8148.

F O R  S A L E
FEED QUALITY FORAGE-GRASS HAY 2026. Crop 
harvested in June. We have approx. 5 tons available 
for prompt shipment in 65 lb. bales. Predominantly 
forage Perennial Ryegrass overseeded with a 
Festulolium/Orchardgrass mix. All or large quan-
tities are $250 per ton (31 bales), picked up at our 
farm on Powell Hills. For smaller orders, it’s $300 
per ton or $10.00 per 65 lb. bale. Local delivery 
is available with a one-ton minimum and a fee 
depending on delivery location. Call Mark at 541-
619-8306 or Denise at 541-990-2686.

Willamette Valley Quilts of Valor Fabric Sale 
Friday, 8/21, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Brownsville 
American Legion

Publishing Legal Notices
The Times is accepting legal notices and 
public notices for publication.
Rates are $14 per column inch (columns 
shown in this issue are 2 columns wide).
To place a notice or request information, 
contact: editor@thetimescwv.org. 

FRAUD FIGHTERS: PROTECTING OUR SENIORS

Just Because It Says “Bank”  
Does Not Mean It’s Real
By Danielle Myers, Esq.

There are few institutions we rely on more than 
our banks. They hold our savings, protect our ac-
counts, and provide a sense of financial stability 
that many of us have trusted for decades. Because 
that trust runs deep, scammers often try to ex-
ploit it. One of the fastest-growing threats today 
involves fake caller IDs, false logos, and emails 
that pretend to come from your bank but have 
nothing to do with it.

Many residents of our area have recently re-
ported receiving calls that appear on caller ID 
with the name of a real bank. The number may 
even match the one printed on the back of your 
debit card. This can be alarming, and most peo-
ple feel pressured to answer. What many do not 
realize is that scammers now use tools that allow 
them to disguise their phone numbers so they 
appear legitimate. This trick is called “spoofing.” 
It makes the call look real when it is anything but.

Once you answer, the person on the line may 
sound professional and confident. They may 
claim your account is locked, that suspicious ac-
tivity has been detected, or that they need to con-
firm a recent transaction. These statements are 
meant to create urgency so you respond quickly. 
The scammer will then ask you to share personal 
information, such as your account or debit card 
numbers and security codes. No legitimate bank 
will ever ask for this information during an unex-
pected call.

Email scams work in much the same way. You 
may receive a message that uses a familiar bank 
logo, official-sounding language, and even a link 
that looks identical to your bank’s website. These 
emails often claim that you must verify your 
information, reset your password, or confirm a 
transaction. If you click the link, you may be di-
rected to a fake website that captures everything 
you type. This can give scammers access to your 
account within minutes.

There is a simple rule that protects you every 
time. If you did not call your bank, you cannot be 
certain that the person contacting you is really 
from your bank. Caller ID can be faked. Email 
logos can be copied. Website addresses can be 
made to look almost identical to the real ones. 
The safest approach is to hang up and contact 
your bank directly using the number printed on 
your bank card or on your official statements. 
Your bank will tell you immediately whether the 
concern is genuine.

Many of us have relied on the same banks for 
years. That familiarity can make scams seem even 
more convincing. The best defense is a moment 
of caution. Take your time, ignore pressure to act 
quickly, and remember that your financial safety 
is worth protecting.

Until next time, stay alert, trust your instincts, 
and always contact your bank directly before 
sharing any sensitive information. 

Danielle M. Myers, Esq.
Attorney at Law, LLC

danielle@dmmyerslaw.com

www.dmmyerslaw.com

• Estate Planning/Probate
• Criminal Defense

(541) 600-0422

E-Bikes Are Everywhere — Know Oregon’s Rules
As electric-assisted bicycles become more com-

mon on local streets, riders and parents should 
know that Oregon law treats e-bikes differently 
from traditional bicycles in several key ways.

Understanding E-Bike Classes
Oregon recognizes three classes of electric-as-

sisted bicycles:
•	 Class 1: Provides motor assistance only 

while the rider pedals, ending at 20 mph.
•	 Class 2: Provides motor assistance without 

pedaling, ending at 20 mph.
•	 Class 3: Provides pedal assistance ending 

at 28 mph and must have a speedometer.

Age and Helmet Requirements
Under current Oregon law, a person must be 

at least 16 to operate an electric-assisted bicycle. 
However, lawmakers changed that requirement 
during the 2026 legislative session, including 
lowering the minimum age for operating a Class 
1 e-bike to 14. Those changes have not yet taken 
effect.

Oregon requires riders under 16 to wear ap-
proved protective headgear. Helmets are a good 
safety precaution for riders of any age.

Where Can You Ride?
E-bikes can generally be operated on public 

roadways and bicycle lanes but generally may not 
be operated on sidewalks.

Rules can also vary on bicycle paths, trails, and 
other public areas, so riders should pay attention 
to posted restrictions and local regulations.

Follow the Rules of the Road
E-bike riders have many of the same rights 

and responsibilities as traditional bicycle riders. 
Riders should obey traffic signs and signals, yield 
when required, and use proper lighting when rid-
ing after dark or when visibility is limited.

Not Every Electric Bike Is an E-Bike
Parents should pay particular attention to the 

type of electric bike their children ride. Some 
high-powered electric dirt bikes and other elec-
tric vehicles may resemble e-bikes but do not 
meet Oregon’s legal definition of an electric-as-
sisted bicycle.

A vehicle’s appearance — or how it is advertised 
— does not necessarily make it a legal e-bike. 
Vehicles that fall outside Oregon’s e-bike defini-
tion may be subject to different licensing, regis-
tration, equipment, and operating requirements.

Because Oregon’s laws are changing, riders 
and parents should review current state and local 
regulations.

For more information, visit the Oregon 
Department of Transportation’s bicycle and 
pedestrian resources at https://www.oregon.
gov/odot/dmv/pages/online_bicycle_manual/ 
section_1.aspx. 
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Northern Rock Supply LLC 

ALL YOUR ROCKING NEEDS: drain rock 
crushed rock • rip rap • pit run • loam sand

bark dust • old chips • cat work • backhoe work
FREE ESTIMATES

No job is too big or too small!
Larry 541-979-8241 • Cody 541-974-3277

CCB #124385

UniversalGeneralConstruction3@gmail.com

New Construction • Remodeling • Patios
Siding • Windows/Doors • Flooring • Fences
Painting • Flat Concrete • Porch Cover Remodel

541-981-9144
CEO: Bulmaro R.
CCB: 250302

Free Estimates!

CLEAN CRUSHED 
QUARRY ROCK
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

locations IN
SWEET HOME &
BROWNSVILLE

Roger 541-409-1982
Kenny 541-401-3043

CLEAN CRUSHED 
QUARRY ROCK
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

locations IN
SWEET HOME &
BROWNSVILLE

Roger 541-409-1982
Kenny 541-401-3043

Call Gary 503-989-0368

Gary Sprauer Construction

Tear Off & Replace • Metal & Composition
Major Rot Repairs & Alterations

ROOFING

ccb# 123198

Storage Units, Inside and Outside
RV/Boat Storage

Located in Brownsville

(541) 990-1992

J&R Mowing
FARMS � FIELDS � TREE FARMS � LARGE PROPERTIES

MOWING: riding trails • ditch lines • around ponds
Brush and blackberry removal to reduce fire danger

BUCKET WORK • DRIVEWAY GRADING • WOOD SPLITTING
No job too big — just ask

Jerame Gibbons • 541-974-3961
541-367-0822 (message) • jrforest1@outlook.com

• Mulch • Mow • Weeding
• Clean-UPS • Pruning
• Pressure Washing

Fernando Ledesma
General Contractor L&F LLC
Lawn Service

541-730-0037541-730-0037
Free Estimates

Call 541-570-4264
Jonathan Elder - Residential Contractor

Exterior & Interior Painting
Siding - Windows - Gutters

Interior Renovations

Licensed, Bonded, Insured CCB #237588

Land Management Services, Logging, 
 & Road/Driveway Maintenance. 

541-367-2111 • www.cascadetimber.com
PO Box 446 • 3210 Highway 20 • Sweet Home, OR

Scott Schones • Cell: 541-961-9699
34265 Powell Hills Loop, Shedd, Oregon 97377
treefixmail@gmail.com • www.treefix.net
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED

Tree Fix
TREE PROBLEMS SOLVED

KYLE TURNER
PROJECT MANAGER
541-393-7424
neworegonforestry.com
neworegonforestry@gmail.com

Specializing in purchasing timber and 
land, offering a seamless process that 
ensures fair and competitive evaluations

A FULL SERVICE TIMBER COMPANY

PAST TIMES

A Remarkable Man from 
Brownsville
By Daniel R. Murphy, Staff Writer and Columnist

I was 15 years old when my family moved back 
to Brownsville after a four-year absence. It was 
late August 1969, and my parents were looking 
desperately for a house to rent or buy before 
school started.

We found ourselves in the small office of a lo-
cal attorney and real estate agent. He walked us 
through a potential rental on Kirk Avenue, accu-
rately detailing the first- and second-floor plans 
— from the kitchen door, through the dining 
room, and into the living room. He then mapped 
out the layouts of several other houses for sale in 
the area.

The demonstration was remarkable because 
the man, S. Ellis Scoville, was totally blind.

Scoville had been severely injured in a 1918 
dynamite explosion as a teenager, leaving him 
without sight. He refused to let the disability stop 
him. He mastered Braille, earned his bachelor’s 
degree, and graduated from the University of 
Oregon School of Law. After passing the Oregon 
State Bar exam, he opened his practice in the 
Main Street brick building currently occupied by 
attorney Danielle Meyers, Esq.

Scoville originally served as a Justice of the 
Peace in Waldport before moving to Brownsville 
in 1939, where he practiced for the rest of his life. 
His first wife, Harriet, died in 1951. He later mar-

ried Thelma. Both wives served as his secretary, 
as Linda Day did in later years.

Scoville eventually moved his practice to his 
home on North Main Street, working as an attor-
ney and Realtor from the 1940s until his death in 
1981.

In a 1974 interview with the Albany Democrat-

Herald, Scoville shared his core philosophy: any-
one can make their own way if they want to badly 
enough. In addition to his legal and real estate 
work, Scoville ran for Linn County judge and dis-
trict attorney, carrying a spirit of public service 
throughout his long career. 

A young S. Ellis Scoville handles a “yoke of oxen” pulling a 
sled in a photograph from his teenage years, republished 
in the June 16, 1977, Pioneer Picnic special section of The 
Times. Scoville lost his sight at age 18 and later became a 
longtime Brownsville attorney.

An Aug. 27, 1970, Times 
article about the death of 
Scoville’s mother, Elnora 
Scoville, recalled how she 
read his lessons to him 
after he lost his sight at age 
18. The article reported 
that Scoville became the 
first blind student to receive 
a law degree from the 
University of Oregon.
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